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| THINK 
HE'S WAKING 
UP. 














HOW AKE 
YOU FEELING, 
HONEY? 








SOKRY FOR 
ALWAYS WOKRYING 
YOU GUYS LIKE 
THIS. 


YOU LOOK 
LIKE CRAP, 
BROTHER. 








THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
KIND AND HEARTFELT WORDS, 
MY FOUL-MOUTHED THUG 
OF A SISTER. 













SHE SOUNDS 
LIKE THIS NOW, BUT 
YOUR SISTER CRIED 
EVEN MORE THAN 
YOUK MOTHER. 








YOU PROMISED 
YOU WOULDN'T 
TELL! 














HOW DID YOU 
OF ALL PEOPLE 
GET HURT SO BADLY 
LIKE THIS ON THE FIRST 
DAY OF SCHOOL? 





HOW ELSE? 
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IT LOOKS LIKE 
OUR SON IS ALREADY 
GETTING INTO FIGHTS 
AT SCHOOL. 















YOU SHOULD SEE 
oR? THE OTHER GLI 
LOOKS LIKE. 
























WHAT HAS 
MY SON DONE? 
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WHOSE POOR CHILD 
DID HE OBLITERATE, 
LEAVING NOTHING 
BUT ASHES AND... 
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4 WE'LL HAVE 
TO MOVE AND LIVE 








UNDERGROUND WITH THE 
DWARVES. | CAN HELP OUT 
BY HEALING MINERS 

BUT WHAT ABOUT 
ELLIE... 
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UH... M-MOM? 


HE'S ONLY JOKING, 


MRS. LEYWIN. 
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IT’S AN HONOR 
TO MEET YOU IN PERSON, 
YOUR MAJESTIES. 





THE HONOK 
IS MINE. 








WE'RE FINALLY ABLE 
TO MEET THE PARENTS OF 
THE ONE THAT HAS SAVED 
OUR CHILD NOT ONCE, 
BUT TWICE NOW. 

















yoo) 
OUR MEETING 
HAS BEEN FAR 
OVERDUE. 






THIS IS MY FATHER, 
THE FORMER KING 
OF ELENOIR. 


AND THIS IS TESSIA, 
OUR DAUGHTER. 





HELLO, 
MY NAME IS 
TESSIA ERALITH. 


I'M A FRIEND OF 
ARTHUR'S. 















I-IT’S A PLEASURE 
TO MEET YOU ALL. 

















WHAT ARE THEY 
TLUINIKINIZ KIAU/2 











WE'RE SO GLAD 
TO FINALLY MEET 
YOU AS WELL. 





OF COURSE! 


‘ AND IT’S SUCH 

) A COMFORT KNOWING 
THAT HE HAS SOMEONE 
AS RESPONSIBLE AS YOU 


BY HIS SIDE. 





NOW... 





AND IN 
| THE FUTURE. 





















A LITTLE WORRIED 
ABOUT WHAT THEY'RE 
SCHEMING. 








RELAX. 
| THE WORST THAT 
CAN HAPPEN IS YOU BECOME | 
\ MY GRANDSON-IN-LAW. —/ 


























GRANDPA! 










I-I'M SORRY 
FOR ALL OF THIS, 
ART. 














| TOLD ALL OF THEM 
NOT TO COME BUT THEY 
WOULDN'T LISTEN EVEN 
THOUGH IT’S ALL MY FAULT 
THAT YOU ENDED UP HERE 
IN THE FIRST PLACE... 





| HAHA, 
IT'S FINE, TESS. 





| LIKE HOW 
LIVELY IT IS. 










SO YOU'RE 
THE GIRL MY 
BROTHER RISKED 
HIS LIFE TO SAVE. 
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RE ELLIE, RIGHTS 


YOU’ 





ARTHUR'S LITTLE 


SISTER? 


YOU'RE EVEN 
PRETTIER THAN 


| THOUGHT. 





















THANKS. 
YOU'RE NOT BAD 
YOURSELF. 





____—. ELLIE, 
(| pees SHE'S THE ONE THAT 
, | FF GAVE YOU THAT BOW 
. FOR YOUR BIRTHDAY. 





















THANKS... 
I-| GUESS... 





I'M JUST GLAD 
YOU LIKE IT. 






















































BROTHER! 
WHO'S PRETTIER, 
ME OR HER?! 
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YOU GUYS 
ARE BOTH PRETTY 





UGLY [CO ME. 









YOU'RE LUCKY 
YOU'RE HURT 
RIGHT NOW... 
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Gl ANwaAy, GRAMPS. 
DID YOU GET A CHANCE 
TO TAKE ALOOK AT 


EOE EEE 


TESS’S MANA CORE? 


HOW'S EVERYTHING 
LOOKING? 





LUCKILY, HER BODY 
SEEMS MORE COMPATIBLE 
WITH THE BEAST CORE 
THAN YOURS WHEN YOU 
FIRST INTEGRATED. 


BY THE WAY... 













HOW THE HELL 

DID YOU MANAGE TO 

PICK UP AN ELDERWOOD 
GUARDIAN’S BEAST 





BY KILLING ONE, 
OF COURSE. 











WHILE | HATE 
TO DISRUPT SUCH 


AN AMIABLE 
SETTING, 
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TESSIA’S ASSIMILATION 
MUST BE MONITORED 
ONCE MORE. 





BDESIVES... 









THERE ARE QUITE 
A FEW OTHER VISITORS 
STUCK OUTSIDE DUE TO 
THE MAXIMUM CAPACITY 
OF THIS ROOM. 
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AFTER MY FAMILY LEFT 
WITH TESSIA AND HER FAMILY, 
| CONTINUED TO HAVE MORE 
VISITORS THROUGHOUT 
THE DAY. 





SOME CAME WANTING ANSWERS 
FOR WHAT EXACTLY HAPPENED... 








WHILE OTHERS CAME 
OUT OF PURE CONCERN 
FOK MY HEALTH. 




















OH AND AFTER 
YOU RECOVER A BIT, 
YOU SHOULD STOP BY 

\\ YOUR PERSONAL 
» TRAINING ROOM. 


































HOW DO YOU 
KNOW ABOUT 
THAT? 








DIRECTOK GOODSKY 
CALLED ME AND ASKED ME 
TO BUILD SOME TRAINING 
ARTIFACTS FOR YOU. 





AND YOU DID IT... 
JUST LIKE THAT? 
FOR FREE? 















WHAT DO YOU 
TAKE ME FOR. 


BESIDES... 
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Cl Now You Owe Me™ 













CLOSE THE 
DOOR! 















WHAT DO YOU 
WANT NOW 
YOU OLD-- 





—TEsor 















DID YOU FINISH 
YOUR ASSIMILATION 
SESSION ALREADY? 






MHMM. 
I'M STILL RECOVERING 
SO MASTER GOODSKY 
WANTED ME TO 
STOP EARLY. 


THAT'S PROBABLY 
FOR THE BEST. 





HOW’S YOUR CORE ) <a 
FEELING? / BX 


va DID YOU HAVE 


ANOTHER EPISODE 
OF PAIN LIKE 
BEFORE? 


OR WHAT 
ABOUT ANY SORT 
OF PRESSURE? 

















IT WAS THE SAME 
BACK THEN WHEN YOU 
SAVED ME FROM 
THE BANDITS. 






WE'VE BOTH COME... 
A LONG... WAY... 
SINCE--OW! 







ARE YOU OKAY? 


IT’S STILL JUST... 
HARD FOR ME 
TO MOVE. 






LL BE OKAY, TESS. 
STOP WORRYING. 









| KNOW YOU 


BUT LET ME 
APOLOGIZE... 








| TOLD YOU 
NOT TO APOLOGIZE 
FOR SAVING YOU AGAIN. 
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IS DONE. 








NO, NOT 
BECAUSE OF 
THAT... 






FOR TAKING 
ADVANTAGE 
OF YOU 
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| KISSED HIM. 


ELIMI Libed LA YD \ 


THAT WAS 
MY FIRST KISS. 





DID | DO 
IT RIGHT? 


re i | 
Prag | Lei 
Filiil Tae 


DID My FACE 
LOOK WEIRD? 















































HE'S GOING 
TO THINK I'M 
IMPROPER AND 


CAME ON 


| PROBABLY 
TOO STRONG. 














SHOULD | JUST 
GO BACK TO HIS ROOM 
AND PRETEND IT WAS 
ALL A JOKE? 
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TESS. 









THINGS WOULD 
NEVER PROGRESS 
IF YOU LEFT IT 
UP TO ART. 
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HE STILL JUST 
TREATS YOU LIKE 

A CHILD EVERY TIME 
YOU'RE TOGETHER. 
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THIS WAS 
ALL FOR THE 
BEST! 









BESIDES, 
WHO CARES IF 
HE DOESN'T LIKE 
YOU BACK--IT’LL 
BE HIS Loss! 
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YOU'RE 


A TALENTED 
MAGE, 







SMART, 
AND POPULAR 
TOO. 


AND NOT TO BE 
CONCEITED BUT I'M 
NOT BAD-LOOKING 

EITHER. 


















































IT'LL BE 
HIS LOSS... 
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| KISSED 


4 TESSIA ERALITH, 


A THIRTEEN- 
YEAR-OLD 
GIRL. 

















NO... 
I'M STILL IN 
THE BODY OF 

TWELVE-YEAR-OLD 

BOY. 
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AND IN THIS WORLD, 
THERE ARE PLENTY OF 
CHILDREN OUR AGE THAT 
ARE GETTING READY TO 
MARRY... 


AND SHE WAS 
THE ONE THAT 
KISSED ME! 
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GODDAMN THIS 
STUPID BODY WITH 
THESE RAGING TEENAGE 
HORMONES! 








ARTHUR... 


WHAT ARE YOU 
ING, 
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CLASS WILL RESUME IN || 











DID YOU HEAR THAT 
THE NEW PROFESSOR 
FORK THIS CLASS IS 
ONLY A FIRST-YEAR? 
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GOT THE SPOT 
BY BEATING THE 
PROFESSOR, 







NO WAY! 
DO YOU THINK IF 

| BEAT THE FIRST-YEAR, 
'D GET TO BEA 

PROFESSOR TOO? 


DEFINITELY 
TRY. 
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YOUR FIRST DAY 

















DID YOU HAVE 
ENOUGH TIME TO 
PREPARE SOME 
MATERIAL? 
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CONSIDERING 
| JUST GOT DISCHARGED 
FROM THE HOSPITAL 
YESTERDAY, 
PROBABLY NOT, 


BUT I'LL 
BE ABLE TO 
WORK THINGS 
OUT. 
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WITH HER ASSIMILATION? 


ANY PROBLEMS? 











YOU CAN ALWAYS 
GO SEE HER YOURSELF 


IF YOU'RE 


KRIED 


ER. 


THAT WO 
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ABOUT 











S-SURE... 
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TESSIA’S ASSIMILATION 
HAS BEEN GOING SMOOTHLY 
WITH HER GRANDFATHER VIRION, 
BUT HE HAS TO GO BACK 
TO ELENOIR SOON. 








OH REALLY? 
ARE YOU GOING 
TO TAKE OVER 
FOR HIM OR-- 


ALL RIGHT, 
ENOUGH! 


LET'S GET THE SHOW 
ON THE ROAD. 











| DIDN'T THINK YOU'D BE 
SO ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THIS, 
PROFESSOR GIDEON, 


CONSIDERING HOW 
MUCH YOU COMPLAINED 
ABOUT WASTING YOUR 
VALUABLE FREE TIME. 
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(VE MADE IT A BIT 
OF A GAME TO TRY AND 
DUMBFOUND THIS CHEEKY 
LITTLE BRAT AND | THINK 
THIS WILL JUST 
ABOUT DO IT. 













| MERELY ASKED 
FOR SOME STURDY ARTIFACTS 
TO SERVE AS A TRAINING AID 
FOR ARTHUR. 


YEAH... WELL, 








| DID A HELL 
OF A LOT MOKE 
THAN THAT. 
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ARTIFACT, NOT THE 
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ROOM, DAMMIT! 





W 
IMPRESSIVE ROOM. 











THERE SEEMS TO BE 
QUITE A BIT OF MANA 
FLUCTUATIONS RADIATING 
FROM THIS... 


HOW KIND OF 
YOU TO ASK, 
DIRECTOR 
AhODSeY 
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CAPABLE OF ADJUSTING 
ITS RUNES AND MANA BARRIER 
OUTPUT TO WITHSTAND SPELLS 
FROM INITIATE AND EVEN 
MID-TIEK SILVER MAGES, 





THIS IS THE LATEST 
AND GREATEST EDITION 
OF MY TRAINING OPEKATOR 
ANP BLAST INDUCTOR. 








OTHERWISE 
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I'VE CURRENTLY SET 
ITS BASE SPECS TO LEVEL 5, 
WHICH TRANSLATES ROUGHLY 
TO THAT OF A DARK ORANGE 
CORE MANA BEAST. 
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SO YOLI'RE SAYING THAT 
RIGHT NOW, THAT DUMMY 
IS ABOUT AS STRONG AS 
A YELLOW CORE HUMAN 
THEN. 
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MALAGORITE 


IRON BODY, 











SO WHILE THE ATTACKS 
THAT HE’LL PRODUCE ARE 
ON THAT LEVEL, HIS 
OVERALL DURABILITY 
IS EVEN HIGH-- 
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IT LOOKS LIKE 
WE'RE GOING TO HAVE 
TO RAISE TOBI’S LEVEL, 
GIDEON. 
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HAVE YOU SEEN 
WRAITHSKULLS LIKE 
THESE BEFORE? 





YEAH, AND THEY 
USUALLY DON’T GET 
THIS BIG... 


OR THIS SICKLY 
GREY IN COLOR. 


YOU'RE CERTAIN 
THAT NO HUMANS, 
ELVES, OK DWARVES 
HAVE SET FOOT IN THIS 
DUNGEON, RIGHT? 





















YES, 
LANCE BAIRON. 





THE ONLY ENTRANCE 
DOWN HERE HAD LONG BEEN 
CLOSED OFF, ACCORDING 
TO THE SPECIALISTS. 
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MUCH MORE SERIOUS. 
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OOF, 
POOR TOBIGS... 
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ARE YOU SURE 
YOU'RE ACTUALLY 
INJURED, BRAT? 


OR ARE YOU 
CONSPIRING WITH | 
DIRECTOR GOODSKY? 













GIVE ME A BREAK. 
DIDN'T YOU SEE MY 
SLOPPY FOOTWORK 
OUT THERE? 






OH IS THAT 
WHAT IT WAS? 










| THOUGHT YOU WERKE 
OUT THERE DANCING FOR 
THE KING OF SAPIN. 









ANYWAY, 
DO YOU HAVE ANY 
FEEDBACK THIS 
TIME? 





TOBI’S JOINTS 
ARE A PRETTY BAD 
WEAK SPOT SO I'D 

WORK ON REINFORCING 
THOSE. 








ALSO, EVEN IF 
THEY CAN’T CONJURE 
SPELLS, FOR A MAGE, 

IT’S A BIT LIMITING 
THAT THEY CAN'T FIRE 
ANY OFFENSIVE 
ELEMENTAL 
MAGIC. 
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WELL | ASSUMED 
TOBI WOULD BE SPARRING 
AGAINST AN AUGMENTER, 

NOT THE DEVIL 
INCARNATE. 





ANYTHING 
ELSES 











WELL, THIS IS 
A BIT OF A NUANCE 
BUT | THINK TOBI'S 
MANA REINFORCEMENT 
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CAIN Hoc SU/VIE WORK. 





RIGHT NOW, 
TOBI IS EMITTING 
A LAYEK OF FROTECTIVE 
MANA AROUND ITS BODY. 
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IT'S THE FASTEST 
AND EASIEST WAY FORK 


TO PROTECT 


A MAGE 


THEMSELVES, 





IT’S ALSO WEAK 
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IT MIGHT BE A BIT MORE 
COMPLICATED AND 
EXTENSIVE, 


BUT IT WOULD BE BETTER IF 
TOBI COULD CONJURE AN AKRAY 
OF INDIVIDUAL PLATES OF MANA, 

INTERCONNECTED WITH 
EACH OTHER. 





THAT WAY, 

ONCE THE INITIAL BARRIER 
IS SET UP, ITLL BE EASIER 
FOK TOBI TO MEND IT: 
BARRIER MORE QUICKL?! 
WHEN IT BREAKS 
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COMPLETELY NEW BARRIER. 





















WH-WHY ARE YOU 
LOOKING AT ME 
LIKE THAT? 











DO YOU MEAN 
TO TELL ME YOU'RE ABLE 
TO CONJURE A MANA 
BARRIER LIKE THAT? 







INTRIGUING. 





WHILE THE INITIAL 
CAST OF APPLYING THAT 
SORT OF MANA BARRIER 
MIGHT TAKE LONGER, 







IT WOULD STILL OFFEK 
MUCH MORE FLEXIBILITY 
THAN THE TRADITIONAL 
MANA SHROUD THAT 
MAGES USE THESE DAYS. 












..WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING? 


ye 





CHECKING TO SEE 
WHAT OTHEK GOLD 
YOU HAVE STASHED 
IN THERE. 


COME ON, 
PROFESSOR. 
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YOU'RE GOING TO jones: Rs 


BE LATE FOK YOUR 
FIRST DAY. 
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if MAYBE | SHOLILDN’T 
x HAVE GONE UP AGAINST 
2, TWO LEVEL 7 TOBIS WHEN 
“. | HAVEN'T FULLY HEALED. 
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AT LEAST 
"5 YOU KNOW... = 
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SOKRY 
ABOUT TH-- 








KATHYLN? 












UHH, 
WHAT ARE YOU... 





YOU SHOULDVE 
RESTED MORE. 



































| HEARD OUR 
NEW PROFESSOR 

IS FINALLY COMING 

TODAY. 








| KNOW. 
| STILL CAN'T 
BeELieEVe IT, 

THOUGH. 


SAME. 
| JUST CAME HERE 


TO SEE IF THAT FIRST-YEAR 
ACTUALLY SHOWS UP. 








IT’S UNDIGNIFIED 
TO EAVESDROP, 


BUT ARTHUR IS 

MY RIVAL AND 

FELLOW TEAM 
MEMBER. 














|, PERSONALLY, 
WANT TO SEE 
THE FIRST-YEAR 
TRY TO TEACH. 





ITLL BE PRETTY 
FUNNY WATCHING HIM 
STUTTEK AND PRETEND 
LIKE HE KNOWS WHAT | 
HE'S DOING. / 





YEAH! 
I'VE GOTTEN TUTORED BY 
A FIFTH-YEAR. I'LL ASK SOME 
QUESTIONS THAT THE FIRST-YEAR 
WOULDN'T EVEN KNOW 
HOW TO ANSWER. 












MY FATHER 
DONATES OVER SEVERAL 
THOUSAND GOLD A YEAR TO THIS 
SCHOOL AND THEYRE USING 
FIRST-YEARS AS TEACHERS... 
IT'S EMBARRASSING. 


Toss, 











| SNUCK OUT MY DAD'S 
PRECIOUS IMAGE-RECORDING 
ARTIFACT SO YOU CAN SHOW 

YOUR DAD WHAT THEYRE DOING 

WITH HIS MONEY. 











AFTER GATHERING 
INFORMATION, ALL | 
CAN SAY IS... 
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| WILL CHEER 
FOR YOU... 
IN SPIRIT. 


MAY THE GODS 
BE WITH YOU, 
MY RIVAL! 
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HE SURE KNOWS 
HOW TO MAKE 
AN ENTRANCE 
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SHIT. 
| FORGOT THAT 
THIS GIRL WAS 

A PRINCESS TOO. 


| THINK I'LL BE OKAY 
ON MY OWN NOW. 
THANK YOU. 
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MY NAME IS 
ARTHUR LEYWIN. 
















I'M A 
DISCIPLINARY 
COMMITTEE 
MEMBER, 


THE SON OF 
TWO WONIDERELIL 
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WHAT 
MAKES YOU THINK 
'D WASTE MY TIME 
LEARNING FROM 
A FIRST-YEAR?! 





WHAT KIND OF 
JOKE IS THIS?! 
I'M FILING A 
COMPLAINT! 
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rd AT LEAST 


= THEYRE ENERGETIC 
uy RIGHT, SYLV? 


Fe eins ee : 


































WHAT DO YOU 
THINK YOU'RE 
DOING? 



















| JUST SUDDENLY 
FEEL LIKE | WANT 

TO BE A PROFESSOR 

NOW. 












ALL | HAVE TO DO 
IS THE SAME THING 
YOU DID-- 





PUMMEL 
THE INSTRUCTOR 
TO THE GROUND, 
RIGHT? 









SHOW HIM 
WHO'S BOSS, 
LESTER! 





BEAT HIS ASS! 









| LET HIM GET A TASTE 
| OF WHAT A SECOND-YEAR 
CAN DO! 








IT WON'T TAKE LONG! 
JUST GET READY TO 
CALL ME “PROFESSOR.” 




















DIRECTOR GOODSKY 
DIDN’T BOTHER GIVING ME 
ANY OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS, 





BUT LIKE IT OK NOT, 
| WILL BE TEACHING 
THIS CLASS. 
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(LL EVEN ALLOW YOU 
TO BE PLACED INTO 
ANOTHER CLASS OF 
YOUR CHOICE. 





HOWEVER, 















IF ANY OF YOU ARE 
EVEN A TINY BIT CURIOUS 
AS TO HOW THIS LITTLE BOY 
WITH A LIMP GOT TO BECOME 
A PROFESSOR AT THE MOST 
PRESTIGIOUS MAGIC ACADEMY 
IN DICATHEN... 


| ENCOURAGE YOU 
TO STAY AND LEARN. 
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ARE YOU 
GONNA STAY 





EITHER LEAVE 
OR GO BACK 
TO YOUR SEAT. 











YES, SIR! 
SORRY, SIR! 




















LOOKS LIKE 
WE'LL HAVE A FULL 
CLASS TODAY. 




















SINCE THIS IS 
A PRACTICAL MANA 
MANIPULATION CLASS, 
(LL ASK A PRACTICAL 
QUESTION. 








WHAT IS THE 
BEST WAY TO UTILIZE 
MANA FROM THE 
SURROUNDING 
ATMOSPHERE? 
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DO YOU KNOW? mal f= 
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YOU. 
PONYTAIL. 





MANA IS BEST 
UTILIZED BY ABSORBING 
THE MANA NATURALLY 
FORMED IN THE ATMOSPHERE 
INTO THE MANA COKE, 


WHERE IT CAN BE 
CONDENSED AND PURIFIED 
FOR USE WHEN SPELLS 
OR TECHNIQUES 
ARE CAST. 

























Now, 
AS YOU ALL KNOW, 





THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN AUGMENTERKS 
AND CONJUREKS LIES IN 

THE FACT THAT AUGMENTERS 

MOSTLY USE THE MANA 
IN THEIR CORES VIA 

THEIR MANA 

CHANNELS. 


CONJURERS, MEANWHILE, 
UTILIZE THE MANA DIRECTLY 





FROM THE SURKOUNDING 
ATMOSPHERE VIA THEIR 
MANA VEINS. 















SO WHY DO BOTH 
TYPES OF MAGES HAVE TO 
MEDITATE AND ABSORB MANA 
IF ONLY THE AUGMENTEKS 
PRIMARILY UTILIZE THE MANA 
THEY ABSORB INTO 

THEIR CORE? 





















PONYTAIL, 





BECAUSE, WHILE 
CONJURERS RARELY 
INCORPORATE MANA 

INTO PHYSICAL 
ATTACKS, 


THEY STILL NEED 
TO USE THEIK OWN 
MANA TO MANIPULATE 
THE MANA IN THE 
ATMOSPHERE IN ORDER 
TO FOKM THE SPELL. 








RIGHT. 


WHAT CONJURERS 
ARE DOING IS ESSENTIALLY 
USING THEIK OWN MANA THAT 
THEY'VE CODED WITH A SPECIFIC 
SPELL SO THAT THE 
AMBIENT MANA KNOWS 


HOW TO BEHAVE. 








THAT BEING 
SAID, 











WHILE YOU KEEP 
THAT QUESTION 
IN MIND, 


I'M GOING TO NEED 
SIX VOLUNTEERS THAT 
HAVE ELEMENTAL 
AFFINITIES TO COME 
DOWN TO THE STAGE 
AND LINE UP. 








AND AUGMENTERS 
TO MY RIGHT. 





| WANT CONJURKERS 
TO MY LEFT 
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MAIN ASSISTANTS/ALKALENZ 
STORYBOARD ASSISTANT/ORCATEA 
COLORING ASSISTANTS/CHIBONIIE & YUEJI 
LINING ASSISTANT/MIKAGE 


PROJECT MANAGERS 
SERA SWATI & AKY 


EDITORS 
GABRIELLE LUU & AZWAN 














FOK THIS EXERCISE, 
| WANT EVERYONE TO 
INITIATE THE MOST 
BASIC SPELL OF 











YOUK AFFINITY. 








CONIURERS, 
NO WAND. 



























NOW... 






AUGMENTERS, 
LAUNCH YOUR 
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INTO YOUR 
HAND. 


CONJURERS, 
ABSORB THE SPELL 
BACK 
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5 LOOKS Like SHE'S = 
ACTUALLY CLOSE TO 
& GETTINGIT. £& 


















WHAT'S THE POINT 
OF ABSOKBING BACK 
A SPELL WE ALKEADY 
PREPARED AND 
CONJURERED?! 












ff AND WE ALL ; 
KNOW ONLY HIGH-LEVEL ~ 

_ AUGMENTERS CAN CAST | 
sight aaa 

















ARE WE SUPPOSED 


TO BE IMPRESSED? 


MOST AUGMENTERS 

CAN DO THAT ONCE 

THEY REACH ORANGE 
STAGE. 

















TO DO THAT, 
BUT-- 


TRUE, 
IT’S NOT HARD 








| DOUBT YOU'VE 
SEEN ANY AUGMENTERS 

DO THAT AT THE 

ORANGE STAGE. 





| CAN | ACCUKAIECLY 
DEMONSTRATE WHAT 
HAPPENS WHEN CONJURERS 
ARE ABLE TO ABSOKB 
SPELLS THEY INVOKE, 






BUT TRUST ME, 
IT'LL ONLY 
HELP YOU. 















THOSE WHO 
WANT TO TRY, 
COME DOWN. 








Aa fh guy THINK 0 ARS Ti \ 





3 








a 

ri HOW DO YOU 

THINK | DID, _ 
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| WAS SLEEPING. 
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| GUESS 
THIS IS THE GOOD 
THING ABOUT BEING 
A PROFESSOR. 











| CAN END 
CLASS AS EARLY 
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AS | WAN 























IS THIS SEAT 
TAKEN? 














I-I'M KIDDING... 





VELER OR ieeae 
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| CAN NEVER TELL 
WHAT THIS GIRL 
IS THINKING... 
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IT WAS A 
GOOD LESSON. 
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IS THAT ITF = 
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THERE'S... 













THERE'S SOMETHING 
"VE BEEN MEANING 
TO TELL YOU FOR 
A WHILE NOW. 
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THERE'S... 


THERE'S SOMETHING 
I'VE BEEN MEANING 
TO TELL YOU FOR 
A WHILE NOW. 
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Ss IS KATHYLN GOING By 
S 10 PROFESS HER LOVE FOR ME 100? & 
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#®, TO THE UNIQUE AND ACQUIRED 
TASTE THAT IS ARTHUR 
LEYWIN? 
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‘J WILL REALLY A 
BE THE CAUSE OF ACIVIL © 

WAR BETWEEN THE 
TWO RACES? 


f fof ed 


ie 





PLEASE ACCEPT 
MY DEEPEST APOLOGY 
ON BEHALF OF 
MY FAMILY. 


FORK WHAT HAPPENED 
WITH SEBASTIAN AT 
THE AUCTION HOUSE, 


FOR HOW MY 
FATHEK BEHAVED 
AFTERWARDS, 





AND FOR 
MY BROTHER'S 
BLUNDER BOTH IN 
THE ALLEYWAY 
AND NOW. 


MY FAMILY 
HAS WRONGED 
YOU IN-- 















HUMBLING 
MYSELF. 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING? 


ANYWAY, 


I'M SURPRISED YOLIRE 
STILL BOTHERED BY 
THINGS THAT HAPPENED 
OVER FOUR YEARS AGO. 









WHILE | HAD ALWAYS 
LOOKED UP TO 
MY FATHER, 
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THATS THE CASE, 
YOU DON'T NEED TO 


BE APOLOGIZING 
FOR THEM. 












| FELT LIKE IT 
WAS NECESSARY... 


SEEING AS WE 
ARE FRIENDS. 










FRIENDS? 


IS THAT WHAT 
WE ARE? 


| WAS TOLD BY 
MY BROTHER THAT 
SHAKING SKINSHIP 

IS ONLY DONE 

WITH FRIENDS. 




















THERE'S... 





THERE'S SOMETHING 
(VE BEEN MEANING 
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i 
IT CAN'T BE, 
RIGHT? 















= 10 PROFESS HER LOVE FOR ME TOO? Ee 








IS KATHYLN GOING 






HAS SHE ULTIMATELY SUCCUMBED 

TO THE UNIQUE AND ACQUIRED = 

TASTE THAT IS ARTHUR 
LEYWIN? 
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‘y wiltikey € 
BE THE CAUSE OF ACIVIL 
1 WARBETWEENTHE 
TWO RACES? 














PLEASE ACCEPT 
MY DEEPEST APOLOGY 
ON BEHALF OF 
MY FAMILY. 


FORK WHAT HAPPENED 
WITH SEBASTIAN AT 
THE AUCTION HOUSE, 


FOR HOW MY 
FATHER BEHAVED 
AFTERWARDS, 


AND FOR 
MY BROTHER'S 
BLUNDER BOTH IN 
THE ALLEYWAY 
AND NOW. 





MY FAMILY 
HAS WRONGED 





YOU IN-- 









WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING? 








HUMBLING 
MYSELF. 


ANYWAY, 


I'M SURPRISED YOLIRE 
STILL BOTHERED BY 
THINGS THAT HAPPENED 
OVER FOUR YEARS AGO. 














WHILE | HAD ALWAYS 
LOOKED UP TO 
MY FATHER, 






HE HAD DISAPPOINTED 
(ME THAT DAY. 













EVEN IF 
THAT'S THE CASE, 
YOU DON'T NEED TO 
BE APOLOGIZING 
FOR THEM. 


| FELT LIKE IT 
WAS NECESSARY... 





SEEING AS WE 
ARE FRIENDS. 









FRIENDS? 


IS THAT WHAT 





| WAS TOLD BY 
MY BROTHER THAT 
SHARING SKINSHIP 

IS ONLY DONE 

WITH FRIENDS. 























DON’T, THINKS # 
HELPING /ME WALKS 
(REALLY, COUNTS 
| /ASSKINSHIP= 















YET, HOW CAN 
A BOY SO TALENTED 
AND SOUGHT AFTER, 









SO SCRUTINIZED 
AND JUDGED, 
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DID THE LITERAL 
ICE PRINCESS 
JUST LAUGH? 
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ANYWAY... 


YOUR LESSON 
TODAY WAS VERY 
INTERESTING. 

















HOW DID 
THE OUTCOMES OF 
THE TWO WIND BULLET 
SPELLS TUKN OUT 
SO DIFFERENT? 





IS THAT WHY 
f YOU CAME UP TO Me? | | 
| THIS WAS YOUR TRUE J 





\ MOTIVE ALL ALONG! 4. 











VS N-NO! 
‘Se SCTHAT WAS NEVER 
MY INTENTION! 


| WAS SIMPLY 
CHANGING THE 





SUBJECT TO 
AVOID-- 












KELAX, PRINCESS. 
| WAS ONLY JOKING. 


BUT ITD BE EVEN 
MORE UNFAIR IF | GAVE 
MY BRIGHTEST STUDENT 

AN ADVANTAGE. 
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PSST. ‘< 
| HEARD YOU GOT 
HURT ON THE FIRST ‘\ a 
DAY OF CLASS. ,° \—=aae 
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I'M MOSTLY 
FINE NOW. 


HOW'D IT 
HAPPEN? 








MISS WATSKEN, 


PLEASE ENLIGHTEN 
THE CLASS AS TO THE 
PRIMARY COMPONENTS 
OF A BASIC LIGHT- 

PRODUCING ARTIFACT. 










f/ THE BASIC LIGHT-PRODUCING ARTIFACT N 
IS MADE UP OF THE FOUNDATION CRYSTAL, 
FLORENITE, FOUND ABUNDANTLY NEAR 


THE OUTSKIRTS OF SAPIN AND ALSO IN 
THE KINGDOM OF DARV. AFTEK FLORENITE 
IS REFINED, IT WILL CONSTANTLY LET OUT 
A DIM LIGHT, SO IN ORDER TO CONTROL 

THE OUTPUT OF THE ORE-- 











OKAY, OKAY. 
THAT'S ENOUGH. 
SHEESH, | JUST 
ASKED FOR THE 
MATERIAL. 


Ah: 
















DAMN 
THAT GEEZER, 
ALKEADY ASSIGNING 
US A PROJECT. 





|, Al oe AAS ULF LUD AL Pe 


1 AeNOCAY/ MAVO 
A COUPLE LPAS 
| MADE FOR FUN. 










YOU CAN HAVE 
ONE IF YOU WANT 
SINCE YOU MISSED 
A FEW DAYS OF 
CLASSES. 


ARS 

















REALLY? \ 





Y-YEAH. 
THEYRE JUST LYING 
AROUND IN MY DORM 

ANYWAY. 


YOU'RE 
A LIFE-SAVER! 





WORK, PAPA! 
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AH, 
THERE YOU ARE! 














DIRECTOR 
GOODSKY 


WANTS--OH, 


-HELLO! 


uy 





ELIJAH, 
THIS IS EMILY. 














EMILY, ELIJAH. 











I-IT’S NICE 
TO MEET YOU! 









Y-YES! 
NICE TO MEET 
YOU TOO... 














THEYRE KIND <= 
| OF SIMILAR 
2 INAWAY... 


AH RIGHT! 






DIRECTOR GOODSKY 
| ASKED ME TO MAKE 
| SURE YOU HEAD TO 
| THE TRAINING ROOM! 





YOU TWO GET 
ACQUAINTED THEN. 
(LL SEE YOU LATER. 
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HI, ART. 
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WHERE'S 
DIRECTOR GOODSKY? 


SHE SAID THAT 
SOMETHING URGENT 
CAME UP AND LEFT 
NOT TOO LONG AGO. 
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5 | BET SHE A 
SCHEMED THIS = 
WHOLE THING. : 
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A-ANYWA 


SHOULD WE 


GET STAk 








ASSIMILATION WITH ANY BEAST 
TOOK A LOT OF EFFORT, 
AND) MOST; TIMES, COULDN'T 
BE DONE ALONE. 





WHILE OFTENTIMES, 

A MAGE OF THE SAME ELEMENTAL 
AFFINITY AS THE BEAST ITSELF 
WAS NEEDED TO TAKE SOME 
OF THE BURDEN AWAY 
FROM THE HOST, 


varaee 
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| WAS A QUADRA-ELEMENTAL MAGE. 
SO USING AN EVEN BALANCE OF ALL 
FOUR ELEMENTS, | WAS ABLE TO 
NOT ONLY HELP ASSIMILATE 


Be eas SF Pe oe ee oe ee ae 





(COCIA WIiliFl ACK DEAS! WiLL 


| ACTED AS A SORT OF REFINED 
MANA BATTERY, STRENGTHENING 
TESSIA'S BODY AND HELPING HER 
FIGHT AGAINST THE ELDERWOOD 
GUARDIAN TRYING TO ESTABLISH 
CONTKOL OVEK HEK COKE. 














| THINK WE 
CAN CALL IT 
A DAY. 











HEY ARTHUR... 





HMMM? 










ARE YOU MAD 
THAT | KISSED 
YOU 









oe 
'M NOT MAD. 





| WAS SURPRISED, 
BUT NEVER MAD. 








THEN WHY 
HAVE YOU BEEN 
AVOIDING ME 
SINCE THEN? 










COME ON, TESS! 
WE'RE STILL BOTH 
SO YOUNG AND I'VE 

KNOWN YOU SINCE YOU 
Wepe ANI IAAAAATI ICE 


ed i reue® ww? Ltt 


“LITTLE GIRL. 







| KNOW IT’S NOT WEIRD 
FOR A GIRL YOUR AGE 
TO GET MARRIED SINCE YOLIRE 
ROYALTY, BUT | MEAN, 
| DON'T HAVE THAT 
BACKGROUND. 





YOU'RE JUST 
MAKING EXCUSES 
NOW. 














YOU AND | BOTH 
KNOW | DIDN'T MEAN 
WE SHOULD GET 















| KNOW 
IT WAS WRONG 
OF ME TO TAKE 

ADVANTAGE OF YOU 

BACK THEN, BUT... / 









| JUST WANT 
THINGS TO 
PROGRESS. 










DON'T BE LIKE 
THAT” 







| THINK WE'VE 
PROGRESSED A LOT 
SINCE EIGHT YEARS 
AGO. 


YOU'RE NOT 
THE SAME CRYBABY 
PRINCESS YOU WERE 


BEFORE. 








ENOUGH. 
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1 VIVIN | CAFCO! 

AN ANSWEK FROM YOU, 
BUT | AT LEAST WANTED 
YOU TO TAKE THIS 
SERIOUSLY. 





SO MUCH. 








TESSIA, 
WAIT! 


YOU KNOW, 
ARTHUR... 


YOU'RE SO CONFIDENT 
ABOUT SO MANY THINGS-- 
MAGIC, FIGHTING, WITS. 














YOU'RE SO CONFIDENT 
IN ALL OF THESE THINGS 
BECAUSE YOLI'RE GOOD 
AT THEM. 










UT YOU KNOW WHAT? 
THERE ARE THINGS 
YOU'RE NO GOOD AT. 














YOU DON’T THINK 
THE PEOPLE AROUND YOU 
HAVE NOTICED HOW YOU 
ALWAYS PUT ON A MASK 
AND PRETEND YOU'RE 
HAPPY OR UNAFFECTED 
BY ANYTHING? 


EVEN NOW, 
YOUR REACTION WAS 
TO TRY AND MAKE LIGHT 
OF MY FEELINGS TOWARD 
\. YOU AND EVEN TEASE ME. / 














IN A WAY, 
AREN'T YOU THE ONE 
BEING IMMATURE? 





LIKE THE WAY 
YOU REJECTED LILIA? 
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HOW DID SHE 
KNOW THAT? 


DID SHE OVERHEAR, 
OK DID LILIA 
TELL HER...? 


, 
} 
er — 


WHAT DO YOU 


WANT ME TO DO, 
TESS...¢ 








IT’S NOT LIke 
= | CAN TELL YOU = 
WHO | WAS IN Sa 
THE PAST... 
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..AND HOW OLD 
| ACTUALLY AM. 
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YOU KNOW, 
ARTHUR... 
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YOU'RE SO CONFIDENT 
ABOUT SO MANY 
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YOU'RE SO CONFIDENT 
IN ALL OF THESE THINGS 


ee 


=< BECAUSE YOURE 
GOOD AT THEM. 
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YOU'RE NO GOOD A 













YOU DON'T THINK 
THE PEOPLE AROUND 
YOU HAVE NOTICED 
HOW YOU ALWAYS 
PUT ON A MASK 
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AND PRETEND YOU'RE 
HAPPY OK UNAFFECTED 
BY ANYTHING? 











mea 


YOUR REACTION WAS 
TO TRY AND MAKE 


LIGHT OF MY FEELINGS 
TOWARD YOU AND 
EVEN TEASE ME 
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RESERVESILOW, 
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PAPA, 
YOU SHOULDN'T 
PUSH YOURSELF 
TOO MUCH. 








. YOU'RE STILL 
‘od HEALING. 
* 










I'M FINE, 
SYLV. 












| CAME TO CHECK UP 

ON YOU SINCE BOTH YOU 
AND PRINCESS TESSIA 
SKIPFFED OUT ON MY 

CLASS. 













AND WANTED TO MAKE 
SURE YOU TWO WEREN'T 
UP TO NO... 



















| WAS JUST 
DOING SOME 
TRAINING. 










AND TESSIA 
ISN'T HERE 
WITH ME. 










IS THAT RIGHT? 
OOPS, | GUESSED 
WRONG THEN... 











COME ON. 
YOU ALREADY MISSED 
MY CLASS AND 
ONE MORE. 








YOU HAVE TO 
AT LEAST MAKE IT 
TO YOUR LAST CLASS, 
RIGHT? 














. A PRIVATE TRAINING ROOM 


ACCESIBLE ONLY TO 
ARTHUK IS ONE THING, 
BUT ONE TBAT 











a OF TRAINING CAUSES 
— A MANA-REINFORCED 
— ROOM TO LOOK 
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Ihe MUKE | Oct IAlo BO?, 
THE MORE MYSTERIOUS 














STORY BY ART BY 
TURTLEME FUYUKI23 


PRESENTED BY 
TAPAS MEDIA 


QUALITY CONTROL BY 
KISAI ENTERTAINMENT 


MAIN ASSISTANTS/ALKALENZ 
STORYBOARD ASSISTANT/ORCATEA 
COLORING ASSISTANTS/CHIBONIIE & YUEJI 


PROJECT MANAGER 
SERA SWATI & AKY 


EDITORS 
GABRIELLE LUU & AZ WAN 








LOOK, 
IT’S THE 
FIRST YEAR... 


IT’S ABOUT TIME 
HE SHOWED UP 
TO CLASS. 


GIVE HIM 

A BREAK, 
| HEARD HE WAS 
INJURED PRETTY 








iN 


i 
e HOW DO YOU 
= SLEEP SO MUCH? 





ee. 
Py 
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a , 
; NOT SLEEPING. 


a 
¢ TRAINING. 


ne “t 
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LUCKY. 
| WISH | COULD 
= JUST GET STRONGER 

+ BY SLEEPING. ro 


af 





ree . ty , 
were eae 





--THUR LEYWIN? 














AH! 


IT'S GOOD TO 
FINALLY HAVE YOU 
IN MY CLASS, 
MR. LEYWIN. 
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| HEARD THAT 
YOU'D FINALLY BE 

BACK AFTEK HEALING 

FROM AN INJURY. 


















YOU AKE 
FEELING BETTER, 
| PRESUME? 





YES. 
AND | APOLOGIZE 
FOK MISSING SO MANY 
OF YOUR CLASSES, 
PROFESSOR MAYNER. 





GOOD, GOOD. 
IN THAT CASE... 





CARE TO SHARE 
WITH THE REST OF 
THE CLASS WHAT YOU 
KNOW ABOUT SPELL 
FORMATIONS? 















TO MY KNOWLEDGE, 

SPELL FORMATIONS ARE THE 
CONJOINING AND/OR ALTERING OF 
BASIC SPELLS AND SKILLS IN ORDER 
TO PRODUCE A DIFFERENT 
EFFEC! 


{ 










A MOST 
SOLID ANSWER, 
MR. LEYWIN. 





VERY WELL PUT! 




















Now! 
WE SPENT MOST OF 
LAST WEEK REVIEWING 
ASPECTS THAT ONE MUST 
KNOW BEFORE EVEN 
TOUCHING THE FOUNDATION 
OF SPELL FORMATIONS. 


WITH MR. LEYWIN'S 
EXQUISITE ANSWER 
PROVIDING A GREAT 
PLATFORM TO START 
OPPs 





I'D LIKE EVERYONE 
TO IMAGINE A WORLD 
WHEKE EVERYONE COULD 
READ EVERYONE'S MIND. 










NOT A VERY 
FUN WORLD, BUT 
BEAR WITH Me! 















IN THIS HYPOTHETICAL 
WORLD WHERE FLEETING 
THOUGHTS THAT CAN 
MAKE EVEN THE PUREST 
MAN SEEM PERVERSE 
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OR THE KINDEST 
WOMAN SEEM CRUEL, 
ARE LAID OUT IN 
THE OPEN FOR 
OTHERS TO READ... 




















| BELIEVE THAT 
SUCH A WORLD WOULD BE 
HOME TO THE BEST 
MAGES EVER KNOWN. 


on? BEY, 98% . 
fe eed A. 










THAT S WHY PAPA 
AND SULVIE ARE 
THE BEST MAGES! 
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LL COME BACK 
TO THIS SOON, 


BUT FOR NOW, 
ALLOW ME TO 
POSE A QUESTION... 





WHY DO SOME 
CONJURKERES AND EVEN 
AUGMENTERS CHANT, 
WHILE SOME DON'T? 





TIAN (4()]/T TT )A7 


IF YOU'VE MASTERED 
A SPELL, YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO CHANT? 








TO AN EXTENT, 
BUT SAYING YOU'VE 
“MASTERED” SOMETHING 
IS RATHER AMBIGUOUS. 


NO, WE CHANT 
BECAUSE THE WORDS 
THEMSELVES INFLUENCE 


OUR CONSCIOUSNESS. 











INTO THE DESIRED 
SPELL. 


THE CASTER’S MIND 
WITH THE CORRECT 
MOLDS THE MANA 


“SUGGESTION” THAT 






















TO GIVE A RATHER 
HUMOROUS EXAMPLE, 
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IF | WERE TO SAY TO 
A WOMAN WHO DETESTS 
Me. “| HAVE ALWAYS 





_ LOVED YoU,” 


YOU CAN BET 
THERE WOULD BE 
SOME SORT OF 
REACTION FROM 
HER. 





THE “INCANTATION, ” 
WHICH IN THIS CASE 
IS ME SAYING, 

"| HAVE ALWAYS 
LOVED YOU” 
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TRIGGERS THE 
KESPONSE, OR 
THE “SPELL” 
FROM HER, 












WHICH WOULD 
TAKE THE FOKM OF 
EITHEK HER CRINGING 
IN DISGUST, KICKING 
MY SHIN, OR PERHAPS 
SLAPPING MY FACE. 






HE SURE KNOWS 
HOW TO KEEP HIS 


Fake ol im om Ole we all 


Oe 


ATTENTION. 
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MUCH LIKE THAT, 
OUR THOUGHTS 
INFLUENCE OUR 

SPELLS, 





ALLOWING FOR SHORTENED 
INCANTATION OR EVEN 
NO INCANTATION WHEN 
A HIGH LEVEL OF FOCUS 

AND VISUALIZATION 
IS ACHIEVED. 








THAT IS WHY, 
IF THERE EVER WAS A 
Ca WORLD WHERE EVERYONE 
\ \ COULD READ EACH 
\\ OTHER'S MINDS, 


THAT WORLD 
WOULD HAVE THE 
GREATEST OF 
MAGICIANS. 












BECAUSE 
THEY WOULD HAVE 
ABSOLUTE CONTRKOL 
OVER THEIR 
THOUGHTS. 


WITH THAT 
LOVELY VISUAL 
IMPLANTED IN OUR 
HEADS, 


LET'S TURN OUR 
TEXTBOOKS TO PAGE 23 
WHERE WE CAN SEE 
SOME DIFFERENCES 
IN THIS BETWEEN 
AUGMENTERS AND 
CONJURERS... 
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| DIDN'T THINK 
HER WORDS WOULD 
BOTHER ME 
SO MUCH... 








IT’S BECAUSE 
WHAT MAMA SAID 
WAS TRUE. 


WHOSE SIDE 
ARE YOU ON? 


BESIDES, 


Tl ick \~fcok Pl! ocfvlrV 





THAT HATED ME WHILE 
| WAS AN ADVENTURER... 


BUT THAT 
NEVER SLOWED 
ME DOWN. 





BECAUSE YOU 
ACTUALLY CARE 
ABOUT MAMA. 





SYLVIE, HOW AM | 
SUPPOSED TO REMAIN 
BLISSFULLY UNAWARE 


OF MY SHORTCOMINGS 
WHEN YOLI'RE SO 
INSIGHTFUL LIKE 

THIS? 





YOU KNOW, 





| MAY BE 
DISTRACTED, 
BUT... 





YOU COULD'VE 
AT LEAST TRIED 


TO BE A BIT LESS 
OBVIOUS... 











TO BE A BIT Less 
OBVIOLE... 











WE JUST WANTED 
TO MAKE SURE 
YOU GOT BACK 
TO YOUR DORM 

SAFELY. 


E-EVEN IN 
XYRUS ACADEMY, 
IT CAN GET 
D-D-DANGEROUS 
AFTER ALL. 





AM | IN DANGER 
OF HAVING MY PANTS 
PULLED DOWN 
AS WELL? 


YOU DARE 
MOCK MEF 
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ENOUGH OF 
THIS CRAP. 


DID YOU THINK 
'D FORGET ABOUT HOW YOU 
RAN OFF DURING OUR DUEL IF YOU 
KEPT AVOIDING ME WITH YOUR 
TAIL TUCKED BETWEEN 
YOUR LEGS? 








HOW DID YOU 
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THERE WAS 
A HOLE IN THE 
GROUND. 





I'M ASKING HOW YOU 
ESCAPED MY INFEKNO CAGE 
SPELL AND ARRIVED HALFWAY 


ACROSS THE TRAINING ARENA 
















AND TOOK 
A SHOT IN THE BACK 
FOR THE ELF PRINCESS IN 
LESS THAN A SECOND! 


FIKST OF ALL... 





THAT'S NOT HOW 
YOU ASK SOMEONE 
core ANSwees 


AND SECOND... 


WHY THE HELL 
SHOULD | TELL YOU? 








| KNEW IT. 


YOU USED 
AN ARTIFACT, 
RIGHT? 


HOW'D A COMMONER 
BRAT LIKE YOU GET 
YOUR HANDS ON 
SOMETHING LIKE 
THAT, ANYWAY? 





MAYBE THAT LITTLE 
MINX OF AN ELF IN OUR 
CLASS GOT IT FOR YOU? 


PRINCESS TESSIA, 
WAS IT? 





HE NEVER 
LEARNS, 
DOES HE. 





T-TOO $-S-SLY! 


| BET YOU USED 
TRICKS LIKE THAT 
TO SEDUCE P-P-PRINCESS 
KATHYLN TOO! 











DON'T ACT 
D-D-DUMB! 


EVEN THOUGH 
YOU'RE A LITTLE 
6-GOOD LOOKING, 
YOU'RE STILL J-JUST 
COMMON FILTH! 





HEY, YOU'RE 
LEAKING MANA. 





4 SFL | 
HE NEEDS TO 
L-L-LEAKN HIS 


ARE YOU AN IDIOT? 
YOU'RE GOING TO 
GET US ALL IN 
TROUBLE! 





JUST 
LEAVE HIM. 


P-P-PRINCESS 
KATHYLN DESERVES 
SOMEONE BETTER. 





SHE DESERVES 
A PURE HUMAN OF 
NOBLE BLOOD 
LIKE Me! 


LOOK, 
I'M NOT SEDUCING 
ANYONE, 












BUT IT ALSO 
ISN'T UP TO YOU TO 
DECIDE WHO KATHYLN 
DESERVES, EITHER. 


IT’S PRINCESS 
KATHYLNII! 





AND SHE THINKS 
SO AS WELL! 


| KNOW IT, 
| KNOW IT! 


SHE EVEN 
PICKED UP MY 
HANDKERCHIEF 

FOR Me! 








THAT FATASS 
HAS GONE CRAZY! 
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HE SAID SO, 
HE DID, HE DID! 





HE SAID 
I'M THE CHOSEN 
ONE! 


SOMETHING'S 
WRONG WITH HIM. 
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| KNOW... * 
AND THE AMOUNT OF 
MANA HE'S LEAKING 
ISN'T NORMAL 
EITHER. 
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BUT YOU'RE 
NOT. 
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DO YOU REALIZE 
YOU'RE ATTACKING ONE OF 
THE DISCIPLINARY COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS RIGHT NOW?! 


Lives 









H-HEY, 
| THINK WE NEED TO 
STOP Hi-- 


ere ae eS ee ee ee ee oe ee ee oe | 


WRA! VO 70M /VICAINE 


WE'RE NOT DOING 
ANYTHING. 





IN FACT... 








WE'RE TERRIFIED 
RIGHT NOW AT WHATS 
HAPPENING. 





YOU REALLY 
EXPECT ME TO 
BELIEVE THAT? 



















NOTHING, 
NO MAGIC OR 
WEAPONS HERE. 





WHAT ARE WE 
GOING TO DO ABOUT 
MARCOIS? 





HE DOESN'T 
LOOK RIGHT! 


WEREN'T YOU 
WOKRIED ABOUT 
LOSING AGAINST MAKCOIS 
IN YOUR DUELING 
CLASS NEXT WEEKS 


THEN WHO 
CARES? 





EITHER HELL HURT HIMSELF 
BADLY HEKE OR OUK DEAR DC 
OFFICER WILL GET HIM 
EXPELLED. 







TRY NOT TO 


GET HURT AGAIN. 


| WOULDN'T WANT YOU 
RUNNING AWAY FROM 
OUR NEXT DUEL! 
























































\. 
Ay 


HOW'S AN 


Li) 
<> 
S§ 
Ww 
3 
= 2 
gm 





MORE MANA 
THAN LUCAS 










AND HE'S 
USING IT PURELY 
OFFENSIVELY. 


| MIGHT HAVE 
TO RELEASE MY SEAL 
IF | WANT TO CAPTURE 
HIM WITHOUT 


KILLING HIM. 

































































| WAS DONE 
WAITING... 





ARTHUR?! 





| WAS SCOUTING 
NEARBY WHEN | SENSED 

A LARGE MANA 

FLUCTUATION. 


WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


HE JUST STARTED 
BURSTING WITH MANA 
BEFORE GOING CRAZY, 
AND ATTACKING ME. 








DAMN IT... 





NOT ANOTHER 
ONE... 
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THERE WERE 
MOKE CASES 
LIKE HIM AT 
SCHOOL? 








JUST ONE. 


IT HAPPENED 
WHILE YOU WEKE 
STILL RECOVERING 
IN THE MEDICAL 
WARD. 


DO YOU KNOW 
WHAT HAPPENED 
TO HIM? 


HIS MAGIC OUTPUT 
WAS UNNATURALLY 
STRONG AND THEKE WEKE 
THOSE BLOODY SYMBOLS 

ON HIS BACK, TOO... 
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"LL TELL YOU 
MORE ABOUT IT 
IN OUR NEXT 
DC MEETING. 


| HAVE TO UPDATE 
THE REST OF THE 
TEAM ANYWAY. 











JUST TELL DIRECTOR 
GOODSKY EVERYTHING 
YOU NOTICED WHILE 
YOU APPREHENDED 








YES, COME IN. 
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TH-THEY RE 
LANCE BAIRON AND 
LANCE ALEA! 


IN THE FLESH! 





THESE 
TWO STUDENTS 
ARE MEMBERS OF 
THE DISCIPLINARY 
COMMITTEE 


AND SOME OF THE MOST 
PROMISING MAGES THIS 
GENERATION HAS 
TO OFFER. 
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M-MY DREAM 
IS TO ONE DAY 
BECOME A LANCE! 








AS | WAS SAYING... 





MEASURES AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE. 




















LL BE ROOTING 
FOK YOU. 





PAPA... 





THEY RE 
STRONG... 










ch 
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/ NOW, MY SECRETARY 

MENTIONED SOMETHING 
URGENT HAS 
TRANSPIRED? 








WHY DON’T YOU 
TAKE A SEAT AND 


Tr) | AAG IAT 





I hehehe OV lee 6 


DETAIL? 

















BUT DID 
SOMETHING 
ELSE HAPPEN? 


_4 






I'M SURE TWO 
OF DICATHEN’S 
STRONGEST MAGES 
DON’T JUST POP IN 





TO SAY, “HELLO.” 











AH, NOTHING ~ 
' FOR YOUTOBE ‘' 
CONCERNED ABOUT /__ 
\ QUITE YET. =» 








LANCE BAIKON 
WAS ONCE A STUDENT 
AT THIS ACADEMY 
AND HIS BROTHER 
NOW ATTENDS, 








SO HE JUST 
BROUGHT THE NEWS 
IN PERSON. 










WOW... 
| DIDN'T THINK 
I'D EVER GET 
A CHANCE TO SEE 
THEM IN PERSON. 





| JUST WISHED 
THEY CAME BEARING 
BETTER NEWS. 









BUT ENOUGH 
OF THAT, 


WHAT HA\ 


_———— 


STARTING FROM 
THE EVENTS OF LUCAS, 
CHARLES, AND MAKCOIS 

FOLLOWING AND 

CONFRONTING ME 
AFTER CLASS, 


| WENT OVER 
EVERYTHING THAT 
HAPPENED. 





IN PARTICULAR, 
| FOCUSED ON MARCOIS' 


ODD BEHAVIOR AND 
ERRATIC MANA 
FLUCTUATION. 














ALONG WITH HIS 
ABNOKMAL MAGICAL 
CAPABILITIES. 


AND YOU SAID THAT 
MARCOIS HAD BLOODY 





SYMBOLS ENGRAVED 


DOWN dis sPine? 
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SHE KNOWS 
SOMETHING... 











AS CLAIRE SAID, 
MARCOIS ISN'T THE FIRST 
CASE AND HE CERTAINLY 
WON'T BE THE LAST. 


DO YOU HAVE 
ANY IDEA WHAT WAS 
WKONG WITH 
MARCOIS? 








UNFORTUNATELY, 
NEITHER THE MEDICS 
NOR THE ARTIFICERS 
KNOW WHAT EXACTLY 
THIS IS. 


















WE'VE REACHED OUT 
TO THE MAGE GUILD TO 
SEND SOME RESEAKCHERS 
TO COORDINATE WITH 
GIDEON AND A FEW 
OF OUR OWN STAFF 
ON THIS MATTER, 


SO HOPEFULLY WE'LL 
FIND OUT SOON 
ENOUGH. 











CLAIRE, 
WE'LL CONTINUE 
TO HAVE THE DC 
OFFICEKS PATRKOLLING 
IN BETWEEN 
CLASSES, 


AND I'LL GET 
MORE STAFF TO 
ASSIST AS WELL 
\ DURING THE NIGHT. 








UNDERSTOOD. 









IT’S A GOOD 
THING YOU'RE BACK, 



















THE DC OFFICERS 
WILL NEED ALL 
THE HELP THEY 

CAN GET. 























IS IT WISE 
TO INVOLVE 
THE STUDENTS 
IN THIS? 
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WHAT IF THEY 


ACTUALLY-- 





















IF THE WORST 
CASE IS TO COME, 
SACRIFICES MIGHT 
BE NECESSARY. 
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WE'VE COME 
TOO FAR... 
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IT’S MUCH 
TOO EARLY... 
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IT’S LATE. 
TRY TO GET 
SOME SLEEP. 


YOU TOO. 











LL SEE YOU AT 
THE DC MEETING 
TOMORKROW 
MORNING. 
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= ARROGANT BRAT 


ZS 
SO, EVEN THAT a 
= HAS HIS HEAD DOWN = 


INFRONT OF HIS = 
BROTHER. SS 
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WITH HIS BROTHER 

BACKING HIM, | CAN'T 

DO ANYTHING TO 
LUCAS... 
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THAT'S A PRETTY 
STRONG BLOODLUST 
YOU'RE EMANATING 
TOWARD A LANCE. 








ONE OF THE DRAWBACKS OF 
STORING YOUR WEAPON IN A 
DIMENSION RING. 








IT TAKES TOO LONG 
TO CALL IT OUT. 


Pe? 













| THINK THERE'S BEEN 
A MISUNDERSTANDING. 


| DON'T HARBOR ANY 
ANGEK TOWAKDS 
LANCE BAIRON. 


IT WAS MY FIRST 
TIME EVEN MEETING 
HIAA EARLIER TODAY. 














EVEN IF YOU 

WERE REPRESSING 

YOUR PRESENCE, 
| CAN TELL, 
YOU KNOW. 












OF COURSE, 

YOU WOULDN'T BE 

ABLE TO TOUCH HIM 
EVEN AS A DUAL 











ELEMENTAL MAGE. 









IS LANCE BAIRON 
REALLY THAT 
STRONG? 











FRIGHTENINGLY SO. 
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HOW STRONG 
ARE YOU? 
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STRONG? 











al 





WHAT A WEIRD 
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HUMOR... 











YOU COULD'VE 
AT LEAST GIVEN ME 


A CHUCKLE OK 
SOMETHING 



















I'M DEFINITELY 
THE WEAKEST 
AMONGST THE 
LANCES 









SO THERE'S 
QUITE A BIG MARGIN 
BETWEEN US. 
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WHY DOES THIS 
FEEL EVEN MORE 
INSULTING? 
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BAIKON IS 
DEFINITELY ONE OF 
THE STRONGEST, 





BUT EVEN HE CAN'T 
MATCH UP TO MY 
LEVEL OF PERCEPTION. 











= SO THAT'S HOW 
= SHE WAS ABLE TO 
= SENSE ME LONG 
= BEFORE | EVEN 
a 
Yw 
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AH, IT LOOKS 
LIKE BAIKON IS 
FINISHING UP. 


IT WAS NICE 
TALKING TO 
YOU, KID. 


MAYBE WE'LL RUN 
INTO EACH OTHER 
AGAIN. 









THANK YOU FOR 
ENTERTAINING THE 
QUESTIONS OF A 
MCDE !YTIINCAIT 











SO, THANK YOU. 


es se 











Mi} 
petit et 
AT i 


eT) 





Ls 


—s 













DID YOU HEAR 
ABOUT WHAT 
HAPPENED LAST 
NIGHT? 





APPARENTLY 
A SECOND-YEAR 
WENT CRAZY AND 
ATTACKED ANOTHER 
STUDENT. 








GET THIS... 
| HEARD IT WAS 
ACTUALLY MAKCOIS. 





NO WAY... 
THAT FATTY FROM 
HOUSE HUTCHOM? 
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a 
LOOKS LIKE 
RUMORS HAVE 
ALREADY SPREAD. 











; WHY DO PEOPLE 

“GOSSIP SO MUCH, ‘ 

a PAPA? - 
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THAT'S A GOOD 
QUESTION. 
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IT’S MARCOIS... 


LAST NIGHT, 
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HOW DID 
HE DIE? 









THE ARTIFICERS AND 
MEDICS ATTENDING 
MARCOIS COULDN'T 
STOP HIS MANA 
LEAKAGE. 












MANA LEAKAGE? 





EVEN THOUGH HE 
WAS UNCONSCIOUS? 





IT HAD SOMETHING 
TO DO WITH THOSE 
SYMBOLS ON 
HIS BACK. 


WHAT DID 


THEY FIND? 
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AND WHAT 
THEY DID FIND, 

THEY'RE NOT 
DISCLOSING. 
















EVEN THEIR 
PARENTS REFUSE 
TO DISCLOSE 
ANYTHING TO 
THEM AT THIS 
POINT. 











WHAT THE HELL 
IS THE POINT OF HAVING 
THE DISCIPLINARY COMMITTEE 
IF THEYRE GOING TO KEEP US 
OUT OF ANYTHING REMOTELY 
IMPORTANT?! 














KEGARDLESS... 












NOW THAT 
ARTHUR IS HERE... 


WE'LL REORGANIZE 
AND STRENGTHEN 
OUR PATROL 
SCHEDULES. 
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DO YOU THINK 
YOU'LL BE OKAY 
PATROLLING AT NIGHT 


Wirt) TICARArP.ceZ 
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YOU TWO DIDN'T 
GET OFF TOA 
GREAT START. 









N-NOT THAT 
| CARE! 








SCHEDULE-WISE, 
IT WORKS OUT BETTER 
FOR ME SINCE I'M TAKING 
BOTH UPPER AND LOWER 
DIVISION CLASSES. 


I'M JUST SURPRISED 
BY HOW LATE WE 
HAVE TO PATROL. 





| WAS PRETTY 
SURPRISED TO FIND OUT 
THAT THESE DAGGEKS 
WERE ACTUALLY 


COMMUNICATION 
DEVICES. 













SAME... 
| THOUGHT 
THEY WERE JUST 
FOK SHOW. 











I'M MORE SURPRISED 
THAT KAI WAS THE ONE 
WHO VOLUNTEEKED TO 
PATROL BY HIMSELF... 





AND A PRETTY LARGE 
PORTION OF THE CAMPUS 
AT THAT. 


ARE YOU REALLY 
SURPRISED? 


BECAUSE THAT'S 
NOT WHAT YOUR 
FACE SAYS... 









| HEARD FROM CURTIS 
THAT KAI IS RATHER 
NOTORIOUS FOR 

AVOIDING WORK. 

















HE MIGHT'VE 
JUST GOTTEN TIRED 
OF FATKOLLING 
WITH THEODORE. 











IT’S A SHAME 
WE COULDN'T PATROL 
TOGETHER THOUGH. 


WHY WAS YOUR 
BROTHEK SO 
AGAINST IT? 











| MERELY TOLD HIM 
THAT YOU HAVE BECOME 
MY FRIEND AFTER 
SHARING SKINSHIP. 
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SEE YOU IN CLASS, 
MY STUDENTS. 

















DID EVERYONE 
HAVE A CHANCE TO THINK 
ABOUT THE QUESTION 
| POSED YESTERDAY? 













IS THE COLOR 
OF A MAGE'S MANA 
CORE A TRULY ACCURATE 
WAY OF MEASURING 
THEIR LEVEL? 
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| BELIEVE 
THE MANA CORE 
IS AN EXCELLENT WAY 
TO ACCURATELY MEASURE 
THE LEVEL OF A 
MAGE’S POWER! 






| KNEW ONE 
OF THE OTHER t 
\ DC OFFICERS ! s 
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NOT ONLY DOES 
IT CORRELATE WITH 
HOW MUCH EFFORT 

AND TIME THE MAGE 

HAS SPENT REFINING 

THEIR COKE, 












IT ALSO SPEAKS 
VOLUMES ABOUT 
THEIR POTENTIAL 
AS-- 













USING THE MANA CORE 

AS A GAUGE DISCOUNTS 

EVERY OTHER FACTOR 
THAT MAKES UP 

A MAGE. 


THE COLOR OF 
A MAGE’S CORE 
DOESN'T TAKE INTO 
ACCOUNT THEIR 
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WITS, 


REACTION SPEED, 
BATTLE SENSE, 
KNOWLEDGE OF 

SPELLS, ETC. 










IT WOULD BE LIKE 
JUDGING A WARRIOR’S 
COMBAT ABILITY BY 
THE SIZE OF THEIR 
MUSCLES. 





WE CAN SAY 
FOR CERTAIN THAT 
HE’S STRONG. 





BUT WE CAN'T SAY 
THAT HE'S A BETTER FIGHTER 
THAN SOMEONE WITH 
LESS MUSCLES. 














THEN WHAT WOULD BE 
A BETTER WAY TO GAUGE 
YOUR OPPONENTS’ MAGICAL 
ABILITIES? 
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JUST DON'T. 
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THE BEST THING 
TO DO IS ASSUME 
THAT YOUR OPPONENT 
IS STRONGER 
THAN YOU. 
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THINK ABOUT IT... 


EVEN IF SENSING 
THE MANA CORE LEVEL 
COULD ACCURATELY GAUGE 
A PERSON'S FIGHTING 
STRENGTH, 














WHAT ARE YOU GOING 
TO DO IF YOUR OPPONENT'S 
STRENGTH IS LOWER 
THAN YOURS? 


ARE YOU GOING 


TO GO EASY ON HIM? 













ORK WILL YOU PICK 
ON HIM WHILE GLOATING 
YOUR SUPERIORITY? 


IN A SITUATION WHERE 
YOU'RE FORCED 
TO BATTLE, 


ASSUMING THAT YOU'RE 


ef A Lee TUL AA] OS de.) h6Uvkl dk OA aM 


WOANGN IT PIAIN TPT (VIO 
YOU'RE UP AGAINST WILL 
KEEP YOU FROM BEING 
CARELESS. 









BUT ENOUGH ABOUT 
THAT FOR NOW. 















LET'S TRY THE 
EXEKCISE WE DID 
YESTERDAY AGAIN. 





| HOPE YOU 
ALL PRACTICED. 
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WHY DIDN'T YOU 
WAKE ME UP AFTER 





J RSHL 
ASLEEP TOO! 















SORRY I'M LATE 
PROFESSOK GLORY. 





"LL GET 
DRESSED 


OH NO 
YOU DON'T! 


I'M NOT GOING 
TO RISK HAVING 
YOU OUT HERE UNTIL 
YOU'RE FULLY 
RECOVERED. 








GO SIT ON 
THE STANDS. 
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= AT LEAST — 
= | DON’T HAVE TO =a 
—— DEAL WITH LUCAS’ — 
— PESTERING ME FOR a 
ao ANOTHER DUEL. = 
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YOU DON'T HAVE 
TO EXPLAIN 
YOURSELF, 

ART. 














| LASHED OUT 
TOO... 


AND SAID SOME 
THINGS | WISH 
| HADN'T. 


NO. 











THERE WERKE 
A LOT OF TRUTHS 
IN WHAT YOU SAID 
TO ME EARLIER... 


TO A CERTAIN 
EXTENT, 















| THINK | DID 
KNOW HOW YOU FELT 
ABOUT ME BUT | WAS 
ALWAYS AFRAID 
TO FACE IT. 








EMOTIONS AKE 
A LOT MORE COMPLICATED 


THAN MAGIC OR FIGHTING. 


| CAN'T GET 
BETTER AT IT 
JUST BY TRAINING. 








IT’S THE SAME 
YOU KNOW. 
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| LOST CONTROL 
OVER My 
EMOTIONS, 







AND BROUGHT UP 
THE THING WITH LILIA 
WHEN SHE TOLD ME 
NEVER TO TELL 
ANYONE. 








NO, 
YOU'RE MUCH 
BETTER THAN 









| WAS JUST 
RUNNING AWAY 
FROM YOU ALL 

THIS TIME... 










AND YOU 
DON'T DESERVE 
THAT. 







I'M SORRY, 
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BUT | CAN’T HAVE 
A RELATIONSHIP 
WITH YOU. 
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BUT | CAN’T HAVE A 
KELATIONSHIP 
WITH YOU RIGHT 
NOW. 


















AT LEAST FORK NOW... 
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MAYBE WHEN 
WE'RE OLDER? 





AND YOU'RE 
JUST ASSUMING 
THAT I'LL WAIT 
FOR YOU? 






I'M NOT 
ASSUMING 
THAT! 
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| KNOW HOW 
POPULAR 
YOU AKE 


AND TO BE HONEST, 
| DON'T EVEN KNOW 
HOW LONG IT'LL 
TAKE FOR ME 
TO BE READY... 








GOOD. 
AS LONG — 
AS YOU KNOW! 














YOU'RE NOT GOING 
TO GO AKOUND DATING 
OTHER GIRLS AT SCHOOL 
AFTER SAYING ALL OF THIS 
TO ME, RIGHT? 








| CAN PERSONALLY 
GUARANTEE THAT. 









| GUESS 
THAT LL HAVE 
TO DO FORK NOW. 






ALSO 
| REALLY DON'T 
HAVE ANY INTENTION 


OF MAKING YOU 
WAIT FORK ME... 








BUT | HOPE 
THIS WILL BUY ME 
SOME TIME. 
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HEHE... 
YOU KISSED 





ra scien 








‘ 
SHUT UP! : 





IT WAS JUST 
THE FOREHEAD. 
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PUTTING °, 
THAT ASIDE... ‘ 
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SY WHY IS THIS CLASS 
S STILL JUST BARELY cz 
——= COVERING THE BASICS OF «= = 
== _sODEVIANT MAGIC THEORY 

= WHEN IT’S BEEN OVER 

Ez A WEEK SINCE CLASSES 
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YES, MY DEAR? 





I'M A BIT CONFUSED, 
PROFESSOR DRYWELL. 


GRAVITY, LIGHTNING, 
METAL, MAGMA, SOUND, 
PLANTS, AND ICE ALL 
EXIST NATURALLY IN 
OUR WORLD AS WELL. / 













SO WHY DOESN'T 
OUR WORLD PRODUCE 
THESE TYPES OF MANA 
UNLIKE FIRE, AIR, 
EARTH, AND WATER? 







EXCELLENT 
QUESTION! 












YOU SEE, 
WHILE MANY MAGIC 
THEORISTS HAVE 
CONTEMPLATED FOR 
DECADES AND HAVE 
DONE COUNTLESS 

STUDIES, 


NO ONE 
IS SURE EXACTLY 
WHY! 





f SOME THEORISTS BELIEVE ° 
THAT BECAUSE A CERTAIN 
SET OF CONDITIONS MUST BE © 
MET FOR THOSE DEVIANT / 
ELEMENTS TO OCCUR, , 


[MANA DIRECTLY 
(| CORRELATED TO THEM J} 
DOES NOT EXIST. 








* Se 4 
= — ~ 2 oo 
i) ia a = ye 





ALTHOUGH 
THERE ARE 
SOME EXCEPTIONS 
SUCH AS FIRE, 


WHICH CERTAINLY 
DOES NOT JUST 
SPONTANEOUSLY 
MANIFEST WITHOUT 
CAUSE. 


IT’S WHY MOST MAGES 
BELIEVE FIRE TO BE THE 


HIGHEST FOKM OF 
NOKMAL MAGIC, 


BECAUSE 
IT IS SO CLOSE 
TO BEING DEVIANT MAGIC 
ITSELF. OH DEAK ME, | DEVIATE 
FKOM THE TOPIC MYSELF, 
HAHA. 


ANOTHER THEORY 
STEMS FROM THE TIME 


WHEN THE ANCIENT MAGES PP” 


STILL EXISTED LONG 


LONG AGO AND... 








THAT S WHY THIS 
CLASS IS SO 
BEHIND. 


: | WONDER HOW “. 
* —- TESS IS FEELING NOW 
a AFTER OUR TALK... °° 
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| DON’T WANT 

TO GET AHEAD 
OF MYSELF 

BUT os 










| WONDER WHAT 
OUR K-KIDS WOULD 
LOOK LIKE... 


SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS? 















WAIT, 
BUT IN ORDER 
TO HAVE KIDS, 





ART AND | 
WOULD HAVE TO... 












































LOOKS FUN 
CAN | JOIN? 











DAMN [TH 











BACK OFF, 
BRAT! 
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DIDN'T YOU 
LEARN ANY 
MANNERS! 


HOW DAKE YOU 
HIT A GIRL! 












| CONSIDER MYSELF 
A PROPONENT OF 
GENDER EQUALITY. 


NOW... 








WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO TEST MEF? 








OK CALMLY BE 
ESCORTED TO THE 
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NO SYMBOLS 









NONE ON HER 
EITHER. 








"LL TAKE 








ARE YOU GOOD 
BEING BY YOURSELF 
FOR A BITf 














I'M HUNGRY, 
BORED, AND 
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‘ WE'RE ALMOST 
% DONE FOR 
. THE NIGHT! 
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IT LOOKS LIKE 
I'M NEARING KAI'S 
PATROL ROUTE. 
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| SHOULD 
BACK AKOU-- 
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| SENSE 
WEIRD MANA! 
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PAPA, HURRY! — 
BLACK ROBE WENT 
THAT WAY! 


BE PATIENT, 
SYLV. 


HE MIGHT SENSE US 
IF WE TRAIL TOO 
CLOSE BEHIND. 





IF THERE REALLY 
ARE MORE OF THEM, 
WE NEED HIM TO 
LEAD US TO THEIR 
HIDEOUT. 
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DAMN IT! 


WHAT AKE YOU 
DOING HEKE, 
ARTHUR? 
THIS IS MY-- 


| WAS TAILING 
SOMEONE POSSIBLY 
RELATED TO 
MARCOIS! 





| COULD'VE 
FOUND OUT WHERE 
THEY MAY BE HIDING 
IF YOU HADN'T... 





EVEN IF 
THATS THE CASE, 


YOU SHOULD'VE 
NOTIFIED ME AS SOON 
AS YOU SAW WHOEVER 
YOU WERKE FOLLOWING 
COMING INTO MY AREA 

OF PATROL. 


WHERE'S THEO? 


ISN'T HE YOUR 
PARTNER? 









WE CAUGHT 
A COUPLE STUDENTS 
DRAWING GRAFFIT! 
ON THE WALL. 









THEODORE IS 
ESCORTING THEM 
TO THE ADMIN 
OFFICE. 


THERE'S NO ONE 
PATROLLING 
YOUR AREA? 


IT SHOULDN'T 
TAKE HIM LONG 
TO GET-- 





IT’S GLOWING 
YELLOW! 





THAT MEANS... 


THEO ACTIVATED 
HIS DAGGER! 
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SINCE THIS 
IS MY AREA, 
LL TRY TO FIND 


THE PERSON YOU 
WERE TAILING. 
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HE WAS WEARING 
A BROWN HOODED 
ROBE WITH DARK 





SLACKS AND LONG 
BOOTS. 


















ARE YOU ALL RIGHT? 
WHAT HAPPENED? 


HE GOT WHACKED 
IN THE BACK OF THAT 
THICK SKULL OF HIS, 

THAT'S WHAT. 





IT’S MORE THAN THAT! 
IF | JUST GOT “WHACKED” 
| WOULDN'T HAVE BEEN 
KNOCKED OUT. 


IT HAD TO BE 
A STRIKE FROM 
A POWERFUL 
AUGMENTER! 


YEAH, YEAH. 











HE GOT AMBUSHED 
WHILE TAKING THE TWO 
STUDENTS TO THE 
ADMIN BUILDING. 









THEY WERE GONE 
BY THE TIME WE GOT HERE, 
BUT WE SHOULD BE ABLE 
TO FIND THEM SINCE 
THEYRE STUDENTS 
ANYWAY. 
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IT WASN'T! 
KNOCK ME OUT WITH 
JUST ONE HIT! 


A NORMAL STUDENT 
WOULDN'T BE ABLE TO 
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Kees 
SOMEONE LIKE 
MARQOIS. 
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VISUAL OF YOUK 
ATTACKER? 


| THINK | MANAGED 
TO BAKELY GRAZE HIM 
BEFORE | BLACKED OUT 
BUT NO VISUAL 
AT ALL. 





DIDN'T KAI HAVE 
AN INJURY ON 
HIS ARM, SYLV? 





iT AIL 2A? 





WHAT WERE YOU 
DOING COMING FKOM 
KAI'S AREA? 





TELLING THEM 
ABOUT THE HOODED GUY 
WON'T DO ANY GOOD RIGHT 
NOW, ESPECIALLY 
FOK THEO. 


NOTHING MUCH... 





LOOK, 
| KNOW IT SEEMS 
LIKE KAI DOESN'T 
DO MUCH, 


BUT YOU CAN TRUST 
HIM TO CARRY HIS 
OWN WEIGHT. 





DESPITE HIS SNEAKY LOOKS, 
HE'S A PRETTY DEPENDABLE 
GUY FORK A HUMAN. 












ARE YOU BEING 
RACIST, MISS, 
DC OFFICER? 









aN-NO! 
» THATS NOT 
\, WHAT | 
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IN THE END, 
WE COULDN'T FIND 
THEODORE'S 











KAT WASN'T ABLE 
TO FIND THE HOODED 


Zs 
WORSE YET, = 
Zz GLY. 
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= LIKE THAT. — 








THEO SAID TO TRUST KAI 
BUT HIS TIMING AND THAT 
eee INJURY ON HIS = 


= 
<= — AM I OVERTHINKING IT? 














WHAT IS THAT. 








IT’S... A MESS. 
















DAMN, | THOUGHT 

YOU WERE ON THE VERGE 

\ OF ANOTHERK GROUNDBREAKING , 
\ INVENTION ORK SOMETHING... £ 

















WHAT S WRONG? 
YOU SEEM A BIT 
OUT OF IT. 










IT’S NOTHING. 
JUST A BIT TIRED 
FKOM DISCIPLINARY 
COMMITTEE STUFF. 





| SHOULD FOCUS MORE. 


| BARELY REMEMBER WHAT 


HAPPENED IN MY FIRST 
TWO CLASSES. 






















| GOT 
THE GOODS 
FORK YOU. 
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AUGMENTEKS, 
STAY IN FORMATION! 












KEEP ONE EYE ON 
YOUR CONJURERS! 
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AND DON'T CHASE 
AFTER YOUR 
OPPONENTS! 








Ui 
| CAN'T BELIEVE 
EVEN AFTER BEING 
INVOLVED WITH MARQOIS, 
ALL LUCAS GOT WAS 
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A FEW DAYS =— 
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fe WE'RE MEETING HER >. 
$ IN THE TRAINING ROOM “ 
%, LATEK TONIGHT ANYWAY. Py 
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NO FAIKOL VUI? 
TONIGHT! 
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DO YOU HATE IT 
THAT MUCH? 




















IS SOMETHING 
WRONG? 





THE COUNCIL 
HAS BANNED EXCURSIONS 
INTO ALMOST ALL OF THE 
DUNGEONS | USUALLY TAKE 
MY CLASS TO WHILE THE 
LANCES ARE INVESTIGATING 
INTO SOMETHING. 












SO THERE 
WON'T BE A TRIP 
THIS SEMESTER? 
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THERE STILL WILL BE, 
BUT IT MIGHT BE LOWER 
LEVEL COMPARED TO THE ONES | 
I'M USED TO TAKING 
MY STUDENTS. 











JUST DON’T BLAME ME 
IF THE DUNGEON IS 
TOO EASY FOR YOU. 















LET’S END IT 
HERE FOR TODAY. 


TH-THANKS... 


SEE 
Sac 
ZOy 
=VY 






























HOW ARE YOU 
FEELING THESE 
DAYS? 


ANY REJECTION 
SYMPTOMS FROM 
YOUR BEAST WILL? 














NOT SINCE THAT TIME 
DURING OUR TEAM-FIGHTING 
MECHANICS CLASS WITH 
PROFESSOR GLORY. 
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THAT'S GOOD. 


JUST BE SURE 
TO LET ME OR DIRECTOR 
GOODSKY KNOW IF SOMETHING DOES 
FEEL OFF SINCE GRAMPS WON'T 
BE BACK FROM ELENOIR 
FOR A FEW WEEKS. 

















| WILL, 
DON'T WORRY. 
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ASSUMING 
NOTHING BAD HAPPENS, 
WITH OUR CURRENT RATE, 
YOU SHOULD Be FULLY 

ASSIMILATED IN A 
FEW WEEKS. 
















IF WE'RE LUCKY, 
YOUR CORE MIGHT EVEN 
BECOME A LEVEL HIGH-- 










WHAT WAS THAT FOR?! 


TO HELP YOU 
COOL OFF! 


WE'RE FINISHED 
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TRAINING TODAY AND IT’S 
STILL OUR LUNCH TIME. 


YOU SHOULD KE 











SORRY, 









YOU WERE STILL SWEATY 
SO | WANTED TO HELP 
YOU COOL OFF TOO. 
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HEY DIRECTOR 
GOOD-- 
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WHAT HAPPENED, 
MASTER?! 













NOTHING TO BE 
WORRIED ABOUT, 
DEAR. 






| WANTED TO STRETCH 
THESE OLD BONES SO 
| STOPPED BY THE MAGES 
GUILD AND HAD A LIVELY 
SPARRING SESSION. 


| THOUGHT YOU 


WERE MEETING WITH 
THE COUNCIL? 












AM | NOT ALLOWED TO 
MAKE A QUICK DETOUR AFTER 
TO RELIEVE SOME 
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IN MIND NEXT 
TIME. 


YOUR NEXT CLASS 
IS STARTING SOON, 





MieT it « 
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| HOPE YOU WON'T MIND US 
USING YOUR TRAINING ROOM 
FOK OUR LESSON 

TONIGHT. 


NOT AT ALL. 













TESS AND | 
WRAPPED UP OUR 
ASSIMILATION 
EXEKCISE FOR 
TODAY. 


THANKS, ART! 
SEE YOU 
TOMORKROW. 
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YOU'VE BEEN 
YAWNING SINCE WE 


LEFT OUR DORM. 


HOW LATE DID YOU 
GET BACK LAST 
NIGHT? 













| DON'T KNOW... 
YOU WERE ASLEEP 
THOUGH. 

















| KNOW, 
AND | GOT BACK 

PRETTY LATE BECAUSE 
OF A CLUB SOCIAL 

YESTERDAY TOO. 
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WHAT CLUB 
ARE YOU TRYING OUT 
THIS TIME? 












THE CHAIN 
CASTING RESEARCH 
CLUB! 
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THERE ARE 
SURPRISINGLY A LOT 
OF GIRLS THERE! 








WERE YOU DEPRIVED 
OF LOVE IN YOUR PAST 
LIFE OR SOMETHING? 
WHY ARE YOU 
SO THIRSTY? 





SHUT UP! 
YOU'RE THE 
WEIRD ONE! 


















WE'RE IN THE 
PRIME TIME FOR 
DISCOVERING 
OURSELVES 











AND EXPLORING 
KELATIONSHIFS IN 
THE SWEET SETTING 
OF ACADEMY LI-- 





—— 







WHILE I'D LOVE 
TO HEAK MORE ABOUT 
YOUR FLOWERING 
PURSUIT OF LOVE, 





MAY | CONTINUE 
TEACHING MY 
CLASS? 
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| KNOW MANY 
OF YOU HAVE HEARD 
ABOUT WHAT HAS HAPPENED 
TO YOUR FELLOW CLASSMATE 
A FEW DAYS AGO. 














IN LIGHT OF THIS 
MOST TRAGIC EVENT, 
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| FEEL IT IS IMPERATIVE 
THAT | TEACH YOU THE 
DANGERS OF WIELDING 
THIS POWEK THAT MANY 
OF US HAVE TAKEN 
FOR GRANTED. 










WHILE MANY OF 
THE BEST MAGES AND 
MEDICS ARE WORKING 

TOGETHER TO FIND OUT 

EXACTLY WHAT HAD 

CAUSED MARCOIS" 

PASSING, 























WHAT WE DO KNOW 
IS THAT HE HAD USED 
MAGIC FAR TOO POWERFUL 
FOK HIS BODY 
TO HANDLE. 


ALL OF YOU ARE AWARE 
OF THE DANGERS OF 
OVEKEXERTING YOUR 

MANA CORE. 





MUCH LIKE ANY 
OTHER MUSCLE 
IN YOUR BODY, 





TOO MUCH STRAIN 
WILL CAUSE INJURIES-- 
SOMETIMES PERMANENT... 





AND SOMETIMES... 
FATAL. 

















BUT PROFESSOR, 
| HEARD THAT MAKCOIS 
WAS STILL ALIVE AFTER 
HIS BACKLASH. 







SHOULDN'T HE HAVE pee 
SURVIVED WITH THE HELP J} 
1 OF SOME MANA RECOVERY == 
ELIXIRS? | 












WHILE THAT IS TRUE 
IN MOST CASES, THERE 
AKE EXCEPTIONS. 











| AM ONLY SAYING THIS 


TO COVER ALL BASES 
AND TO WAKN YOU OF 
THE DANGERS, 







NOT BECAUSE 
| AM SAYING THIS 
APPLIED TO MAKCOIS 
SPECIFICALLY. 


EXTERNAL AIDS 
THAT FORCEFULLY 
BOOST MANA RESERVES 
OFTEN COME WITH 
A HOST OF SIDE 
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ONE OF WHICH IS 
EXCESSIVE MANA 
LEAKAGE OF 
THE CORE. 
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— THAT LEAKED MANA = 
ENGRAVED..ON / = 
HIS BACK... = 
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GOOD AFTEKNOON, 





SINCE NONE OF YOU 
HAVE COME CLOSE TO 
SUCCEEDING IN WHAT | 
DEMONSTRATED A FEW L. 
DAYS A GO, 






(LL START TODAY'S 
CLASS BY GIVING YOU 
ALL A HINT. 





COME DOWN. 





ME? 

















OPPONENT. 


NOW, IMAGINE 
HERE IS MY 


FOR A MOMENT THAT 
THE MIGHTY LESTER 


TO BE THE ONE 
Takces 


WHY DO | HAVE 











AN AUGMENTER BUT 
AFRAID TO GET CLOSE 


TO HIS INTIMIDATING 





FORM 





CHOOSE TO HIT 
HIM WITH A LONG-RANGE 
SPELL INSTEAD. ——— : 








THIS IS THE 
SPELL | PREPARE... 


















THE NORMAL ONE 
THAT YOU'RE USED 
TO SEEING. 














THIS TIME, 
LL PREPARE 
THE SPELL THAT 
| SHOWED YOU 
LAST TIME. 


Te Tia 
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| WOULD SAY 
THAT'S A PRETTY 
BIG HINT FOR THE 
AUGMENTEKS. 





AS FORK THE 
CONJURERS... 
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| THOUGHT THAT 
MY NEXT MISSION 
WOULD BE TO HELP 
LANCE AYA IN 
ELENOIR. 





YOU KNOW 
WHY LANCE VARAY 
CALLED US HERE? 


IT HAS TO DO WITH 
SOMETHING | FOUND IN 
A DUNGEON ON THE OUTSKIRTS 
OF THE BEAST GLADES. 











SOMETHING 
YOU FOUND? 
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AS IT IS JUST 
THE THREE OF US, 
| WILL SKIP THE 
FORMALITIES. 











THE REASON 
THE COUNCIL AND | 
HAVE DECIDED TO WITHDRAW 
YOU FROM YOUR MISSION 
IN ELENOIR WITH AYA 







IS BECAUSE WE HAVE 

\ [ RECENTLY DiscovereD | 
\\|_ SIGNS IN THE DEEPEST LEVELS } 

\ «OF SOME DUNGEONS. = / 


| 


We J 





Sa | 





TRACES OF MAGES 
NOT FROM DICATHEN. 





WHAT?! 














TO MY UNDERSTANDING, 
IT WAS BARELY DISCOVEKED 
THAT ANOTHER CONTINENT 
EVEN EXISTED! 
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Wiw! DPLOAMo 
WE HAD RECENTLY 
DISCOVERED THEM, 

THAT DOESN’T MEAN 

IT’S THE SAME 

FORK THEM. 





oF, 





HAS THE MATERIAL 
BEEN CONFIRMED? 











THE PIECE OF CLOTH 
YOU DISCOVERED WAS 





COMPOSED OF MANA 
BEAST FIBEK THAT 
EITHER HASN'T BEEN 
DISCOVERED. 












OR ISN'T 
INDIGENOUS 
TO DICATHEN. 





| SENSED MANA 
IMBUED INTO THE 
FABRIC AS WELL. 


HAS THE COUNCIL 
RECEIVED ANY MORE 
INFORMATION 
ON THATS 







WHATEVER SPELLFORM 
WAS WOVEN INTO THE CLOTH | 
HAD BEEN DISABLED ; 
AS IT WAS TORN. 


NEVERTHELESS, 











ALEA, 
YOU HAVE BEEN 
BROUGHT HERE BECAUSE 
OF ANOTHER MATTER. 


ANYTHING YOU NEED, 
LANCE VARAY. 





THERE HAVE BEEN 
UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS 
OF TITANIC BLOODWORMS 
SEEN BY ADVENTURERS 
IN DIFFERENT PARTS 
OF THE BEAST 
GLADES. 








TITANIC BLOODWORMS? 
THEYRE NOT PARTICULARLY 
RARE MANA BEASTS. 


WHAT WAS SO 
UNUSUAL ABOUT THEIR 
SIGHTINGS? 











NOTHING... 
AT FIRST. 


BUT PIECING TOGETHER 





ALL OF THE SIGHTINGS 
AND CROSS-CHECKING WITH 
SOME MANA BEAST 
BEHAVIORALISTS, 











IT SEEMS THEY'VE BEEN 
DEVIATING HEAVILY FROM 
THEIR USUAL TUNNELING 
PATTERNS. 


WHILE IT MAY 
BE A STRETCH, 





IT’S IMPOSSIBLE NOT 
TO CONNECT THE RECENT 
SIGHTINGS OF RABID MANA 

BEASTS TO THE POSSIBILITY 

OF ALACKYANS DEEP 

IN THE DUNGEONS. 













VE BEEN LEADING 
THE INVESTIGATIONS 
IN THE BEAST 

GLADES BUT... 

















| WOULD BE 
ABLE TO COVER A MUCH 
LARGER KANGE WITH MY ns 
SENSORY MAGIC. 

















YOU'D BE 
WORKING ALONE SO 
THAT YOUR SPEED 
WON'T BE IMPEDED. 

IT COULD BE 
DANGEROUS. 








LL CONTINUE 
FOCUSING ON THE 
DEEPER AREAS 


BUT I'M AFRAID THAT 
THE TITANIC BLOODWOKMS 
ARE TUNNELING EVEN 
CLOSER TO THE LOWER 
LEVEL DUNGEONS CLOSER 
TO SAPIN. 


WE COULD WAIT 

FOR MICA TO FINISH HER ¥ 

MISSION IN DARV AND : 

HAVE THE TWO OF YOU 
GO TOGETHER. 
































THE CHANCES OF 
THE ADVENTURERS AND 
STUDENTS STILL OUT THERE 

RUNNING INTO DANGER 
WILL GET HIGHER THE 
LONGER WE WAIT. 





| WILL START 
INN /ESTIZATINIZ 





IMMEDIATELY. 
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@fuyuki23 





y 


a 


oy 
(hearer 
ebb be ted he 


a 


iN 
mul — : : fe : 


= hy 


ao IE 


fo THoHOAE Gs als 


2 eee = ae a=; or 


raale 


Pai 
is = 


r a a es ee | eee | i t a 
i a ee) ee a — 3 





ee 


i 


it a a 
REL LC ia 


a ' 


Es 


7" en 


; aii 


























ae ae 









cal MATA VAS oye 


a a Eg . 











Lh ie) | Wh, 

Pe 

MF ‘\ bi! 
ay ! i Fy Mi ' \ 





PIMA LIIAIZA APO [Ac 


ANY BETTER THAN 
CRASHING INTO 
A WALL?! 
















| CAN'T TELL 

IF SHE'S FIGHTING 

WITH OK AGAINST 
HER BROTHER... 
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FOCUS! 
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LITTLE 


TRICK, PRINCE. 
| LIKE IT! 
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ROUND FIVE 
LETS GO 





















BUT CLAIRE’S 
ORDERS! 


lll dy, 


Udy 


BREAK IT UP, 





METAL 
ATTRIBUTE MAGIC? 
NO... SOUND? 
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| CAN'T SENSE 
EITHER... 
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HOW IS HE 
CONTROLLING 
THE STRINGS? 






DANG, 

AND IT WAS 
THE BEGINNING 
OF MY COMEBACK 
TOO. J 

vr 











YEAH, 
RIGHT! , 


EVERYONE'S 
HERE NOW. 


AND UNLIKE YOU TWO, 
SOME OF US ACTUALLY 
CARE ABOUT ATTENDING 
CLASS. 














AS YOU ALL KNOW, 


ARTHUR, CURTIS, \ 
AND | WILL BE OFF-CAMPUS \m 
ON A TRIP TO THE BEAST | 
GLADES FOR OUR CLASS 
IN A FEW WEEKS. 











WE'LL BE REORGANIZING 
OUR PATROL KOUTES 
AND PARTNERS TO 
ACCOMMODATE FOR 
THE FEW DAYS THE 
THREE OF US WILL 
BE ABSENT. 





WOULD ANYONE 
LIKE TO VOLUNTEER 
FOR MORE PATROL 





HOURS? 





(LL TAKE ON 
A FEW MORE 
HOURS. 


IT’S NOT LIKE 
| HAVE FRIENDS 
OR ANYONE 
TO HANG OUT 
WITH. 





THANKS, KAI. 









iy TOG, 
HAVE NO FRIENDS, 
SO | WILL VOLUNTEER! 


NOT SURE WHY 
YOU SOUND SO 
PROUD OF THAT, 
BUT THANKS... 
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OH, | DIDN'T EXPECT 
YOU TO VOLUNTEER 
DORADREA! 



















| HAVEN'T HAD 
THE PLEASURE OF 
PARTNERING UP WITH 
DORADREA FOR 
PATROLS, YET. 
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MY RIVAL! 





WHILE YOUR KNOWLEDGE 
OF MANA THEORY MAY BE VAST, 
YOU STILL NEED TO BE 
CAKEFUL OUT THEKE 
IN THE WILD. 


IF YOU NEED ANY ADVICE, 
| WILL BE MORE THAN 
HAPPY TO SHARE THE TRIALS 
| HAVE ENDURED DURING 
ONE OF MY TRIPS TO 
THE BEAST GLADES. 





A-CLASS 
ADVENTURER 
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| SAW YOU 

GETTING YOUR LUNCH 
STOLEN BY A TREE 

RODENT ONCE. 











LET'S GET OUT 
OF HERE, SYLV. 
















HEY CLAIRE, 
DO YOU KNOW WHAT 
SORT OF MAGIC 
KAI LiSEs? 











| COULDN'T SENSE 

WHAT ATTRIBUTE 
HIS SPELL WAS 

BACK THEKE. 















| JUST KNOW 


THE METAL WIRES 
ARE PRETTY SPECIAL 
AS WELL. 










MAYBE THE WIRE 
ITSELF IS ABLE TO HIDE 

THE MANA ATTRIBUTE 
OF HIS SPELL? 









HAVE YOU TAKEN 
AN INTEREST IN ME, 
ARTHUR? 





MILDLY. 










CAKE TO DIVULGE 
HOW YOU CONTROL 
YOUR METAL 










BUT THEN 
I'D HAVE TO 
KILL YOU. 









OH? 
IS THAT A 
THREAT? 








THAT'S ENOUGH, 
YOU TWO! 








COME ON, 
WE ALL HAVE 
CLASS TO 
GET TO. 
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I'VE HAD 
AN INTEREST 
EVER SINCE | CAN 
REMEMBER. 





BUT IT’S JUST NOT 
AS COOL AS BEING GOOD 
WITH MAGIC, SO | NEVER 
REALLY TOOK IT 
ANYWHERE. 






SO YOU LEARNED 
MAGIC TO BE POPULAR 
WITH THE GIRLS? 


= 


NOT COMPLETELY! 











THEN HERE! 










EVEN IF 
YOU'RE A CONJURER, 
YOU SHOULD LEARN 
THE BASICS OF 
MELEE COMBAT. 


YOU KNOW... 








FOR THE 
GIRLS. 


DAMN YOU 
AND YOUR 
TEASING! 
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YOU LEARN 
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YOU'RE ACTUALLY 
PRETTY GOOD. 


IT'S A LITTLE HARD 
TO BELIEVE WHEN 
YOU'RE BLOCKING 
EVERYTHING SO 
EASILY! 
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SWINGS WITH 
MOVEMENT. 


LITTLE WASTED 
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VIABLE FUULYVOURA 
THATS ALWAYS 
BALANCED 
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HE COULD ACTUALLY 
BECOME A PRETTY 
STRONG SWORDSMAN 


WITH SOME TRAINING, 
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PAIK THAT 
WITH HIS UNIQUE 
METAL MAGIC... 







































































































OUCH... 


YOU LOST YOUR 
TEMPER AND 
SWUNG WIDE. 






WHO WOULDN'T 
GET ANNOYED 
IF-- 














































































































ELIJAH?! 


YOU OKAY?! 











WHAT S HAPPENING? 





WHY AM I... 
ALL THESE 
EMOTIONS! 


















LETS GET YOU 
TO THE MEDIC 
WARD. 












I'M FINE! 
IT'S GONE. 






WHATS GONE? 
WHAT HAPPENED? 











JUST A BAD 
HEADACHE FROM 
THAT FACEPLANT 
| DID. 






I'M GOING 
BACK FIKST TO 
WASH LIP! 
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IT’S PROBABLY 
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Vio! DECAH CES 
| HIT MY HEAD. 
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I'LL SEE YOU BACK 
IN THE DORM. 























Y-YEAH... 
SEE YOU. 









KEEP UP WITH US CREATORS 
ON INSTAGRAM! 
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THE NEXT WEEKS 
PASSED BY IN A STEADY 
RHYTHM OF PEACEFUL, 

IF NOT BLAND, DAYS. 














EVEN AS WE NEARED 
MID-CYCLE EXAMS, 
IT WAS HARD TO STAY 
EQUALLY ENTHUSIASTIC 


WITH ALL OF MY 
CLASSES. 














STILL, 

EVEN WITH My SKILLS 
AS A MAGE GROWING WITH 
THE HELP OF TOBI AND 
MY TEACHERS, 





| NEVER FORGOT 
THE REAL REASON 
| ULTIMATELY DECIDED 
TO ATTEND SCHOOL... 



























AND BECAUSE OF 
THAT... 











THE SMALL MOMENTS 
IN MY EVERYDAY LIFE, 


WITH THE PEOPLE | GKEW 
TO CHERISH, 





BECAME THE THING 
| LOOKED FORWARD TO 
THE MOST WHEN | WOKE 
UP EACH DAY. 








SO ANYWAY, 








THERE ARE A FEW 
MORE STUDENTS IN 
MY CLASS THAT 
LEARNED HOW TO-- 


YOU THEKE, 
BUDDY? 










OH, WHAT DID 
YOU SAY? 







YOU'VE BEEN 
A BIT OUT OF IT 
THESE DAYS. 











ARE YOU FEELING 
OKAY? 






IT’S NOTHING. 





JUST WORRIED 
ABOUT THE EXAMS 
COMING UP... 











YOU HAVE 
THE BEAST GLADES 
EXCURSION TOMORKOW 
WITH PROFESSOR GLORY'S 
CLASS, RIGHT? 





DON'T OVERDO IT 
ON YOUR TRAINING 
WITH PRINCESS 
TESSIA. 











LL SEE YOU 
LATER 





5 HE SEEMS MAD z 
AT PAPA THESE ; 
‘ DAYS. r 
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SO YOU FEEL ‘ 
IT TOO, RIGHT? > 
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THE INTEGRATION 
OF YOUR BEAST WILL 
TO YOUR MANA CORE 
IS LOOKING A LOT 
MORE STABLE 
LATELY. 










IT’S ALL A SIGN 
THAT THE MANA BEASTS 
WE'LL FIGHT WON'T 
STAND A CHANCE 


\) 
= 
— 
YD) 
< 
3 
~ « 





A ykbwney tees 
Py, . 
: ra ; - Mi 


Pi 


a 
= 
. 
LL 
S 


-3 
ry 
8 
La 
Zz 
aR 











YOU'RE PROBABLY ‘~~ 
NOT EVEN AT HALF 


YOUR USUAL STRENGTH 
BECAUSE OF THE 
ASSIMILATION 
PROCESS. 









SAYS THE GUY 
HEADING STRAIGHT INTO 
THE BEAST GLADES WHILE 
RESTRAINING HIS TWO 
MOST POWERFUL 
ELEMENTS. 
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THE DIFFEKENCE IS, 
| CAN ALWAYS KEMOVE 
MY LIMITER. 
YOU CAN'T. 
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OW, 


| KN 
BUT YOU DON 
HAVE TO BABY ME 


SO MUCH 





'M STILL A YEAR 
OLDER THAN YOU, 


REMEMBER? 














YES YES, 
| REMEMBER. 


REMEMBER 
THIS... 


W-WELL, 
YOU SEE... 








BEASTS WILL MOKE 
LIKELY AFFEAK IF 
THEY NOTICE YOU OUT 
HERE BECAUSE THEY LL 
SEE THAT YOLIRE 
A kID/ 


SO FOR 
OUR S-SAFETY, 
YOU SHOULD KEEP 
GUARD INSIDE 
THE TENT... 
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| WANTED THE TWO 
OF YOU TO GET 
CLOSER BUT... 
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| DIDN'T THINK 
I'D BE WALKING 
INTO THIS! 


WHAT A 
OU TALKIN: 























OUCH 


WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING BACK IN 
XYRUS, GRAMPS? 














| THOUGHT 

YOU'D BE LOCKED UP 
IN MEETINGS WITH 

THE COUNCIL. 


OH, | AM... 
| JUST ESCAPED FOR 
A QUICK BREATHER TO 
CHECK UP ON MY FRECIOUS 
GRANDDAUGHTER 


WHO IS 
APPARENTLY 
ALL GROWN 





GRANDPA! 
STOP MAKING 
THINGS WEIRD! 










TH-THAT HURTS, 
LITTLE ONE! 
OUCH, OUCH! 









| WAS A LITTLE 
WOKRIED SINCE THE 
DLUNIGEON EXCURSION 
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1S TOMORROW. 


| ORIGINALLY WANTED 
TO HAVE CYNTHIA KEEP 
AN EYE ON HER JUST 
IN CASE HEK COKE 
FLAKES UP, BUT 
SHE'S OLIT. 








ANYWAY, 


i laflA@ LIAABIALA WR! 
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COULD BE WITH HER 
UNTIL YOUR FIELD 
TRIP TOMORROW. 





NOKMALLY 
IT WOULDN'T 
BE A PROBLEM, 
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BUT | PROMISED TO VISIT 
MY FAMILY TONIGHT SO 
WE CAN SPEND SOME 
TIME TOGETHEK BEFORE 
THE EXCURSION. 


PERFECT! 
YOU CAN TAKE 
THE LITTLE ONE 
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I'M NOT FALLING 
FOR WHATEVER YOU 
HAVE PLANNED. 


| CAN ALREADY IMAGINE 
HOW MY PARENTS WILL 
KEACT IF | BRING TESS 
HOME WITH ME. 


I'M NOT BRINGING 
HER WITH ME. 
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| CAN'T BELIEVE 
| BROUGHT YOU 
WITH ME. 











IT’S ABOUT TIME 
YOU TWO GOT 








HOW'D YOU KNOW 
TESS WAS COMING 
TOOF 


aa 























S 
= 
uu) 
= 





SUSPICION. 




















WELL? 
ARE YOU TWO 
JUST GOING TO 
STAND OUTSIDE? 





COME IN, 
DINNER IS 
ALMOST DONE! 










COME ON! 
| WANT TO SHOW 
YOU HOW GOOD AT 
THE BOW I'VE 









HELEN HAS BEEN 
TRAINING ME EVERY 





! 


TIME THE TWIN 
HORNS VISIT! 
HUR 
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THE TRAIL 


SPLITS AGAIN. 
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WAS RIGH 





THERE'S NO WAY 


THE TITANIC BLOODWORMS 
ARE MOVING ON THEIR 
OWN ACCORD. 
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BASED ON 
THE PATTERN OF 
THE TUNNELS, 





THEY ALL SEEM 
TO BE CONVERGING 


= TO THIS AREA AND 
— LEADING FURTHER DOWN 
=s AND EAST TOWARD THE = 
GRAND MOUNTAINS. = 
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THAT'S DEFINITELY "am 
A HADES SERPENT... am 
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AND THE 
COLOKING... 


ITS ONLY BEEN 
KECOKDED AS 
GRAY WITH BLUE FIKE 

ALONG ITS BACK. 





AND FORK A SFECIES 
THAT DOESN'T EVEN 
CAKE FOR ITS 
OFFSPRING, 





IT DOESN'T MAKE 
SENSE FOR IT 
TO BE GUARDING 
SOMETHING LIKE 
A TUNNEL... 





LANCE VARAY, 


| HAVE VISUAL ON 
AN ABNOKMAL HADES SERPENT 
GUARDING A TUNNEL THAT'S 
EMANATING LAKGE 
QUANTITIES OF 
MANA. 





DO YOU THINK 


ITS THE SOURCE? 


| WILL GO BY YOUR 
JUDGEMENT. 








BASED ON 
THE SIMILARITY OF ITS 
COLOKING COMPARED TO 
THE OTHER DEVIANT 


1 MANA BEASTS THAT 
» =—s- HAVE: BEEN SIGHTED, 





| BELIEVE IT IS. 


REQUESTING BACKUP. 





| HAVE SO BATTLEMAGES 
READY TO BE TELEPORTED 
TO THE NEAREST GATE. 


STANDBY AND WAIT 
FOR FURTHER 
INSTRUCTIONS. 
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KEEP, UP|WITH US CREATORS 
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IF YOU KEEP 
GETTING DRUNK EVERY 
TIME | COME HOME, 
I'M JUST GOING 
TO STAY AT 


Fo | ae a Fa | | 
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YOU'RE BEING 
A MEANIE 
POO” 


YOUK FATHER 
MIGHT ACTUALLY CRY 
IF YOU STOP 
VISITING. 


HE’S ALREADY 
HALF-REGRETTING 
SENDING YOU TO 
XYRUS ACADEMY. 










YOU KNOW 
HOW EMBARRASSED 
| WAS WHILE HE TOLD 
ALL OF THOSE 
STORIES? 















IN FRONT OF 
THE STUDENT 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT, 














TESS WANTED 
SOME FRESH 
AIR, 


SO MY MOTHER 

WENT WITH HEK 

TO MAKE SURE 
SHE DIDN'T 
GET LOST. 





Be // Mi 













ARE YOU GOING 
TO TAKE ELLIE UP 
TO HER ROOM? 













| THINK 
THE BIG BROTHER 
SHOULD DO IT. 










YOUR SISTER 
HAS BEEN ASKING 
WHEN YOU'D VISIT 
AT LEAST ONCE 










YOU SHOULD TELL HER 
YOU'RE LEAVING TOMORROW 
MOKNING, JUST IN CASE 
SHE SLEEPS IN LATE. 


















THANK YOU FOR 
COMING TODAY. 






| KNOW IT 
COULDN'T HAVE BEEN 
VERY COMFORTABLE 
FOR YOU. 
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| ACTUALLY 
HAD A LOT 
OF FUN. 






WATCHING LILIA AND 
ARTHUR'S FATHERS 
WAS QUITE ENJOYABLE. 


| THINK THE WORD 
YOU MEANT WAS 
‘EMBARRASSING’. 




















I Ctad y 
MAYBE THAT 
TOO. 























ARE YOU WORRIED 
ABOUT ARTHUR HEADING 
INTO THE DUNGEON 

TOMORROW? 





OF COURSE. 





EVEN THOUGH 
HE'S SO STRONG 
ALREADY? 
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'D STILL 
BE WORRIED. 








THAT'S JUST HOW 
UNPREDICTABLE AND 
DANGEROUS EVEN 
THE MOST DOCILE 
DUNGEON CAN BE. 








SORRY, 
| DON'T MEAN TO 
YOUR TRIP. 


SCARE YOU BEFORE 
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AND YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO WORRY, 
MRS. LEYWIN. 


JUST LIKE HE'S 
DONE FOK ME... 
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THATS SWEET OF YOU, 
BUT I'D RATHER 
YOU DON'T. 
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YOU'RE A PRECIOUS 
DAUGHTER TO YOUR 
PARENTS AS WELL. 








HOW DEVASTATED 

WOULD THEY BE IF 

SOMETHING WERE 
TO HAPPEN 

TO YOU? 


YOUR OWN SAFETY 
SHOULD COME 
FIRST. 





LL TRUST MY SON 
TO TAKE CARE 
OF HIMSELF. 











ANYWAY, 
IT’S GETTING 
A BIT TOO COLD 
FOR ME. 


DID YOU WANT 
TO HEAD INSIDE 
AS WELL? 























| THINK 
(LL STAY OUT HERE 
A LITTLE LONGER 
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OF COURSE. 











OH, 
AKE YOU 
AWAKE? 





WHAT... 
TIME IS IT? 





IT’S STILL 
NIGHT TIME. 


WHEN ARE YOU 
LEAVING? 





TOMORROW 
MORNING. 





YOU CAN'T 
STAY ANY 
LONGER? 


UNFORTUNATELY, 
NO. 


BUT I'LL BE BACK 
FOR A WEEK AFTER 
THE DUNGEON 
FIELD TRIP. 





THEN, CAN YOU AT LEAST 
TELL ME A FEW STORIES? 





| DON'T 
KNOW, EL. 


| HAVE TO GET UP 
PRETTY EARLY 
TOMORROW. 








WHAT STORY 
DID YOU WANT 


TO HEARS 












YOU NEVER 
FINISHED YOUR STORY 
ABOUT HOW YOU BECAME 
A PROFESSOR! 









WAIT, 
WHERE DID 
| LEAVE OFF 
AGAIN? 







SO PROFESSOR 
GEIST S EMBER WISP 
SPELL COULDN'T BE 

STOPPED ONCE 

ACTIVATED, 









SO | STEPPED IN 
AND PULLED KATHYLN 
OUT OF THE WAY 
RECAUSE SHE WAS 





DEFENSLESS. 


DO YOU MEAN 
THE DAUGHTER OF 
SAPIN’S KING, 








YOU SAVED 
ANOTHER PRINCESS? 


YOU MAKE IT 
SOUND LIKE | GO 
AKOUND LOOKING FORK 
PRINCESSES TO SAVE 
ON PURPOSE. 











ANYWAY, 
AFTER | SAVED HER, 
| ASKED THE PROFESSOR 
TO DUEL ME INSTEAD. 





TO IMPRESS 
THE PRINCESS, 
RIGHT? 


THAT'S NOT IT! 


SHORT, 
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AFTER | DEFEATED 
PROFESSOR GEIST, 
THE DIRECTOR OF XYRUS 
ACADEMY REACHED OUT TOME , 
AND ASKED IF | WANTED 
TO BE A TEACHER. 





AND YOU 
ACCEPTED? 





JUST LIKE 
THAT? 


OF COUKSE 
NOT. 





WHO DO YOU 
THINK | AM? 


| KEPT REJECTING 
THEM UNTIL | GOT 
ACCESS TO THE PART 
OF THE LIBRARY WITH 
RESTRICTED ACCESS 
TO ONLY CERTAIN 
PROFESSORS. 





THAT S IT? 


| ALSO GOT 
A PRIVATE TRAINING 
KOOM LINED WITH 
MANA CRYSTALS. 


THE OTHER 
TEACHEKS AND DC 
OFFICERS ARE ALSO 
LENIENT WITH ME 
BECAUSE OF THAT, 





WHICH GIVES ME 
MOKE TIME 
TO TRAIN. 


SO... 
AKE YOU A GOOD 
TEACHERS 


OF COURSE! 
SOME STUDENTS 
THAT AREN'T EVEN 
IN MY CLASS COME 
TO WATCH. 


REALLY? 
| WOULDN'T... 





...YOU BRAT. 


SO DO YOU USE 
THE TRAINING ROOM 
IN THEKE WITH ELIJAH 

AND TESSIA? 





SOMETIMES! 


GIDEON HAS BEEN 
REALLY MAKING SOME 
HEADWAY ON 

IMPROVING 
TOBI. 







...WHATS A “TOBI"? 











HE WASN’ 
HIS ROOA 












MAYBE 
HE’S EATING 
BREAKFAST? 








HE COULDN'T 
HAVE LEFT 
ALREADY, 
RIGHT? 
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EVERYONE, GET WITH 


THE ICAMS-. 
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oj OF COURSE! %. 
*: IT’S A LOW-LEVEL DUNGEON, = 
‘ AND PROFESSOR GLORY . 
. WILL BE WITH US THE s 
ENTIRE TIME. y 





















JUST LET ME KNOW 
IF SOMETHING GOES 
WRONG! | 
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| STILL CAN'T BELIEVE 
PROFESSOR GLORY GROUPED 
ME UP WITH HIM... 






| nm \ 
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YEAH, 
"VE BEEN HERE 
COUNTLESS TIMES. 


THAT IS, UNTIL 
IT GOT TOO EASY 
FOK ME. 








| AM AN A-CLASS 
ADVENTURER, 
AFTER ALL. 





ASEXPECTED 
OF THE W YKES 





et 











| HEARD FROM 

AN ADVENTURER FRIEND 
THAT YOU GOT YOUR 

LICENSE REVOKED. 




















ARE YOU JUST 
JEALOUS OF SEEING 
MY POPULARITY OR 

SAAAETLUINIZZ 













WHY? 
| JUST TOLD 
THE TRUTH. 
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WE STILL HAVE 
TO DECIDE ON 
A TEAM LEADER 
BEFORE WE GO 
INSIDE. 


WHAT DO YOU MEAN 
“DECIDE”? 


OF COURSE ITLL 








WHO ELSE 
WOULD-- 





| VOTE FOR TESSIA. 





W-WHAT? MEF 
WHY NOT ARTH-- 





NY 


YOU ALREADY 
HAVE EXPERIENCE WITH 
LEADERSHIP AS STUDENT 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT, 























AND YOU'RE 
A MID-RANGE CONJURER 
THAT CAN KEEP AN EYE 
ON EVERYONE. 












AND IF SHE'S 
THE LEADER. WE 


CAN NAME OUR TEAM 
THE QUEEN AND 
HER KNIGHTS! 








IDIOTS. 







EVERYONE 





KNOW EACH OTHER'S 
ABILITIES ALREADY, 





SO BE SURE TO UTILIZE 

THE BASIC POSITIONING 

AND TEAM TACTICS WE 
LEARNED IN CLASS! 






LETS GO! 









a KEEP UP WITH US CREATORS 
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KEEP MOVING 
AND STICK WITH 
YOUR TEAMS. 


REMEMBER 


TO PROTECT 
YOURSELVES WITH 
MANA AT ALL 
TIMES! 








H-H-H-HOW IS IT 
S-S-S-SUDDENLY 
THIS C-C-C-COLD! 


DID YOU NOT 
HEAK PKOFESSOK 
GLORY OVEK YOUR 

CHATTERING 

TEETH? 





SHE SAID 


Na Pe ee ee 


YOURSELF. 


EVEN WITHOUT 
USING MANA, 


MY BODY DOESN'T 
SEEM TO BE AS 
AFFECTED BECAUSE 
OF MY ASSIMILATION 
WITH SYLVIA’S 
DRAGON WILL. 


Ta ee 
tin, Se os 
ie a Se a 
+ 
Sata “hy 
“a Sh 


ate oe Is 
Pl aa a J 
il ae ie” < greae a ‘ 
a Pod a ee ne 
= a ae a 
Po ee 
al r - ? mi 
a = 7 ce r 
re 


os 
7, WA 
4 TM 


a 
bye 
5 eT i, 
: ie 
Toe . 
: Mie, Ma, 
ae 
ip 








YZ 

0 om 
Ft: 
> 
— A 





IT'S BEAUTIFUL. 








JUST IN CASE 
YOU WEREN'T 
LISTENING 
IN CLASS, 


THIS IS A D-CLASS 
DUNGEON CALLED 
THE WIDOWS 
CRYPT. 





WE'LL ONLY BE 
STAYING IN THE FIRST 
TWO FLOOKS SO THE 

ONLY MANA BEASTS 
WE'LL HAVE TO WORRY 
ABOUT ARE SNAKLEKS. 





| READ UP ON 
SNARKLEKS BEFORE 
THE TRIP. 


THEYRE NOT STRONG 
BUT IT’S PRETTY HARD 
TO KILL ONE OF THEM 


SINCE THEIR FUR 
IS SO THICK. 





NOT TO MENTION 
THE FACT THAT THEYRE 
SO UGLY, ITS KIND OF 
GROSS TO GET CLOSE 
TO ONE OF THEM. 


| HEARD IT’S 
PRETTY EASY TO 
SPOT A FEW GROUPS 
EVEN IN THE 
FIKST FLOOR, 





| WONDER 
IF A TEAM OF 
ADVENTURERS CAME 
BY RECENTLY. 


PROFESSOR GLORY 
SAID SHE ORDERED 
THE ADVENTURERS GUILD 
TO RESTRICT ACCESS TO 
THIS DUNGEON FOK A FEW 
WEEKS FOK UG... 


SO YEAH. 
IT’S WEIRD THAT : 

WE HAVEN'T SPOTTED EVEN , 
ONE YET. 








WE SHOULD'VE 
COME ACKOSS A FAIR 
AMOUNT OF SNAKLEKS 
ALKEADY. 


WHERE ARE 
THEY? 





KEEP YOUR 
EYES SHAKP, 
EVERYONE! 


DON'T LOWER YOUR 
GUARD JUST BECAUSE 
WE DON'T HAVE 
VISUAL ON THE 
BEASTS. 





WHAT'S THE POINT 
OF STAYING HERE 
IF THERE AREN’T 

ANY BEASTS? 


WHAT HAPPENS IF 
THERE AREN’T ANY MANA 
BEASTS IN THE FIRST 
OR SECOND FLOOR, 
PROFESSOR? 





WILL WE BE 
GOING FURTHEK 
INSIDE? 





ABSOLUTELY 
NOT! 





IF WE DON’T FIND 
ANY MANA BEASTS 
IN THE FIRST 
TWO LEVELS, 


WE'LL REPORT OUR 
FINDINGS TO THE 
ADVENTURERS 
GUILD. 





MAYBE WE CAN 
HUNT FOK SOME 
MANA BEASTS OUTSIDE 
THE DUNGEON IF-- 





“OOF! Jia Wile 
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THAT'S... 
A LOT OF s 
SNARLERS. (> & 





YOU HEARD 
THE PROFESSOR. 
COME ON! 


























THESE 
SNARLERS AREN'T 
ANY STKONGER THAN 
THEY USUALLY AKE. 














BUT THEY 
SHOULDN'T BE 
COMING IN HORDES 
LIKE THIS... 








SNARLERS AREN'T 
HAKD TO HANDLE, 
BUT THEIK BEHAVIOR 
IS CONCERNING. 
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PUTTING EVERYONE'S 
SAFETY AS FRIORITY, 
I'M CALLING AN END 
TO THIS EXCURSION. 





EVERYONE IS 
TO HEAD BACK 
TH 














SAFETY MY ASS. 





WHY WOULD 


ONLY TO LEAVE WHEN 
THINGS FINALLY START 
TO GET INTERESTING? 











THEY 


| La 
H i 


DID GO DOWN 
PTY EASILY 


MAYBE THIS 
ISN'T SO BAD. 


YEAH. | MEAN, 
THIS IS ONLY A 
D-CLASS DUNGEON 
AFTER ALL. 











| THINK WE CAN 

STILL TRY AND 
TRAIN HERE, 

PROFESSOR. 
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IT’S UNDERSTANDABLE 
THAT PROFESSOK GLORY 
IS HESITANT. 


ESPECIALLY WITH 
LANCES INVESTIGATING 
THE DUNGEONS. 





DEPENDING ON 
WHAT THE LANCES FIND 
IN THE BEAST GLADES, 
THIS MIGHT BE THE ONLY 
CHANCE FOK THESE STUDENTS 
TO GAIN EXPERIENCE FROM 
A DUNGEON EXCURSION. 





BESIDES, THE 
SNARLEKS AKE ONLY 
E-CLASS BEASTS... 


SO AS LONG 
AS I'M HERE, 
IT SHOULD 
BE FINE. 





SPLIT INTO YOUR 

TEAMS AND TAKE 

DIFFERENT PARTS 
OF THE FLOOR. 


WE DON'T WANT 
ANY FRIENDLY FIKE 
HAPPENING 
IN HERE! 
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AND LUCAS. 


IF YOU DO 
SOMETHING LIKE 
THAT AGAIN, 











ARTHUR, 
| WANT YOU TO BE 
THE VANGUARD, 





Li 





THE BEST AT 
CLOSE KANGE. 








KOLAND, 


YOU TWO TAKE 
POSITION BEHIND 
ARTHUR TO HIS LEFT 
AND RIGHT. 


FOCUS ON COVERING 
HIM, EVEN IF IT MEANS 
LETTING A FEW 
PAST YOU. 





LUCAS, 
YOU STAY IN 
THE MIDDLE. 


WE'LL GO WITH 
THE DIAMOND 
FORMATION LIKE 





WE LEARNED-- 


YEAH, YEAH. 
STOP TAKING THIS 
SO SERIOUSLY, 
PRINCESS. 


THIS IS JUST 
A DUMB FIELD 





THAT BAST-- 


LET IT GO. 





WE HAVE BIGGER 
THINGS TO WOKRY 











WATCH OUT! 

















THANKS. 


...NO PROBLEM. 
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EVERYONE IS 


HOLDING UP WELL 
THANKS TO THEIR == 
TRAINING IN CLASS. £ = 
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THEY'RE NOT USED 
TO PROLONGED 
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AND THE NUMBER 
OF SNARLERS AREN'T 
DWINDLING. 


TEAMS! 
FOLLOW YOUR 
LEADERS. 


WE'RE GOING 
BACK UP! 





YOU HEAKD 
THE PROFESSOR! 
EVERYONE, 
BACK! 














| NEED A SINGLE 
POWERFUL STRIKE 
TO BLOW THEM 





THERWISE, 
MORE WILL 
PILE ON. 


| NEVEK GOT 
TO TEST THIS 
OUT ON TOBI. 








LETS HOPE IT 
WORKS AS WELL 
AS IT DID IN 
MY HEAD. 



































. / YOU CAN'T 
BE SERIOUS! 
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NO WAY... 
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WHAT THE HELL 
AKE QUEEN SNARLEKS 
DOING ON THIS 
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THEY RE NOT SUPPOSED 
TO LEAVE THE BOTTOM 
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CLEAR THE EXIT! 
(LL HANDLE 
THE QUEENS! 





WE'LL NEED TO 
GET EVERYONE ACKOSS 
THE CHASM AND BREAK 
THROUGH THE BLOCKADE 
IN OKRDEK TO GET 
EVERYONE OUT. 








DELPHINE, 
RIGHT? 


COME 
WITH ME. 





WE'LL 


COVER YOU! 
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DELPHINE 
| NEED 





(LL BE ON GUARD 
TO COVER YOU! 





id abd a 


O-OKAY! 
BUT IT’S GOING 
TO TAKE SOME 

TIME. 


ARTHUR! 


BEHIND YOU! 
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IT'S DONE! 








THIS... 
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WE HAVE TO 
CLEAR THIS IN 
ONE SHOT OK ELSE 
IT'LL NEVER END. 
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WHY IS 
THE SMOKE 
BUILDING UP? 





he j | il i \ 1 by 


THERE'S TOO MANY 
OF THESE UGLY 
THINGS! 


THEYRE GETTING 
IN THE WAY! 





lil 


THE CORPSES! 


THEY RE BLOCKIN 
THE ONLY OTHER 





EVERYONE! 
STOP USING 
FIRE SPELLS! 





THE FLAMES 
IF YOU CAN, 
WE'RE RUNNING 
OUT OF OXYGEN! 


TO GET RID OF THIS 


THERE'S NO USE 
IN BEING CAREFUL 
IF WE CAN'T BREATHE 
ENOUGH TO FOCUS. 








HOLD ON, PAPA! 
(LL GO AND. HELP! 
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CURTIS! 
COME QUICK! 








IS YOUR WORLD HOWL 
SPELL STKONG ENOUGH 
TO CLEAR THIS? 


IT SHOULD BE, 


BUT ARTHUR, 
| DON’T HAVE ENOUGH 
MANA WITHOUT 
GRAWDER HERE 
TO-- 


TURN AROUND, 
AND DON'T ASK 
QUESTIONS. 





FOCUS ON GOING 
INTO YOUR FIRST PHASE 
AND PRODUCE A BLAST 

TO GET THROUGH 

THAT RUBBLE. 


AND DELFHINE, 


HELP THE OTHERS 
HOLD BACK 
THE SNARLERS. 
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, — MANA TRANSFEKENCE 

= HAS BEEN STUDIED FOR YEAKS, 

== BUT IT WAS DECLARED = 

A LOST CAUSE. —= 
ww 
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EVEN IF SOMEONE 
SPECIALIZED IN THE SAME 
ELEMENT AS ANOTHER MAGE, 
THE MANA INSIDE THEIK BODIES 

IS NOT EXCLUSIVE TO THAT 
PARTICULAR ELEMENT. 
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BUT SINCE | AM ABLE 
TO MANIPULATE ALL 
FOUR ELEMENTS... 









| CAN MIMIC THE TYPES 

OF MANA AND CONTROL 

THE RATIO OF EACH 
ELEMENT. 






| HAVEN T FULLY 
MASTERED THIS, 


AND HAVE ONLY 
TRIED IT A COUPLE 
OF TIMES, 
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I'VE BEEN TOO 
CARELESS TODAY. 
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STAND BACK! 















































NOW LET'S GET 
EVERYONE OUT! 
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EVEN WITH 
THE STRONG DEVIANT MAGIC 
GLASS SHARDS MADE BY 
HEK TWO ELEMENTAL 
AFFINITIES, 


SHE'S BEING 
PUSHED BACK! 





| COME ON, EVERYONE! 


LET'S GO! 


WHERE'S TE-- 
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ee tate 
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A-ARTHUR... 
MY COKE AGAIN. 


iT Ss- 





IT’S ALRIGHT, 
WE'RE ALMOST 
OUT OF HEKE. 


THIS WAS 
DANGEKOUS. 
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WHY WERE THERE 
EVEN TWO QUEENS 
IN THE DUNGEONS 





AND QUEEN SNARLEKS 
AKE ONLY B-CLASS, 





KEEP Moy) Net 





AS AN A-CLASS 
ADVENTURER. 
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BEEN AN EASY FIGHT 
FOR PROFESSOR GLORY 


SOMETHING'S 
WRONG. 
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THIS ISNi Ty GOOD: 





PROFESSOR 
GLORY MIGHT NOT 
MAKE IT; OUT, OF 
THIS! 


ARTHUR! 





COME ON! 
WE NEED TO 


GET HEK OUT 
OF HERE FOR ME. 
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| KNOW YOLI'RE 
A DUAL-ELEMENTAL MAGE 
BUT DON'T BE STUPID! 





WE SHOULD 
LEAVE THAT BEAST 
TO PROFESSOR 
GLO-- 








'‘M NOT 


SEEING THINGS, 
RIGHT? THOSE WERE 
KEAL FLAMES, 
RIGHT? 











| KNOW SOME MANA 
BEASTS EAT, EACH OTHER... 
BUT; I'VE NEVER: HEARD. OF 
THEM EVOLVING LIKE 
THIS| AFTER. 





THIS DOESN'T, 
MAKE ANY SENSE. 
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WELL | DIDN'T 
THINK IT APPLIED TO A 
FELLOW PROFESSOR. 








| NOTICED EARLIEK 
THAT NONE OF YOUR 
ATTACKS WERE ABLE 

TO GET THROUGH. 





OH, 
NOW YOU'RE 


MAKING FUN 
OF ME? 











| JUST WANTED 
TO GIVE IT A SHOT 
MYSELF. 


BUT ARE ALL OF 
THE STUDENTS 
OUT YET?! 











YEAH, 
THEY ARE! 








THIS THING WON'T 
FOLLOW US OUT OF 
THE DUNGEON! 


WE JUST NEED 
TA WEAKEN IT ENINUZU 





80 THAT WE CAN _ 


ESCAPE! 





THINK YOU CAN 
DO THAT? 





JUST KEEP IT 
BUSY FORK TEN 
SECONDS! 








TO THINK THAT 
AKTHUK WAS A TRI-ELEMENTAL 
GE... 
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NO! 
ARTHUR! 
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ENOUGH. 
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KEEP UP WITH US CREATORS 
ON! ! 
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|-HEAR RUNNING: 
WATER. 
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WHO'S 
THERE?! 

















P-PLEASE... “COUGH* 
| NEED... HELP. 








*COUGH* 


CAN YOU TRY 
SPEAKING ONE 
MORE TIME? 





'M... H-HERE. 
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IT CAN'T BE... 








LANCE ALEA! 


W-WHO...? 
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YOU SEEM 
TO KNOW ME. 
HAVE WE MET 

BEFORE? 


'M ARTHUR. 
THE BOY YOU 
MET AT XYRUS 
ACADEMY. 
YOU SAID 
| WOULD BE 
THE SAME AGE 
AS YOUR BROTHER, 

REMEMBER? 





THE BOY 
SPYING ON 
BAIKON. 





GET HE-- 
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PLEASE... 
DON'T TALK. 





THAT'S ENOUGH. 


YOU KNOW IT 
AS WELL THAT | CAN'T 
BE SAVED. 























WHY ARE YOU 
APOLOGIZINGS 





| FEEL MUCH 
BETTER THAN BEFORE 
THANKS TO YOU. 


IS THERE 
ANYTHING ELSE 
| CAN DO? 








| DON’T UNDERSTAND 
HOW THIS HAPPENED. 





HOW AKE YOU 
LIKE THIS? 





























HE... KEPT ME ALIVE... 
FOK THIS LONG... 
AS REVENGE. 


REVENGE? 





FOR... LAYING 
A HAND ON HIM... 

















COME HEKE... 


EVEN... WITH... 
MY SHATTEKED... 





| SHOULD...*COUGH* 
BE ABLE TO 
SHOW YOU... 


WITH THE MANA 
YOU IMBUED... INTO 
ME EARLIER. 
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Do You THINK 
YouR EFFORTS Wikt 
NAKE A DIFFERENCES 
THE WAR 1S COMING 
REGARDLESS. 


























































































































HOW 1S IT? 


CAN YON EAR) You 
ani su oyRs 
NORE GLIERRE Ye 


















































































































































IM... SORRY. 


NO ONE SHOULD... 
HAVE TO WITNESS 





SUME | FING 
LIKE THIS. 


ESPECIALLY 
A BOY SO 
YOUNG. 








SOMEONE 
NEEDS TO PASS ON 
WHAT HAPPENED 
HERE. 





AT LEAST NOW, 
| CAN TRULY KNOW 
WHAT YOU WENT 
THROUGH. 
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-| DON’T 
WANT TO DIE, 
ARTHUR. 























I'M SCARED. 
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I'M HERE 
WITH YOU. 
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YOU WON'T 
BE ALONE FOK 
LONG. 





I'LL SEND PEOPLE 
TO COME BACK 
FOR YOU. 





..FOK ALL OF YOU. 
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THANKS FOR 
WAITING, SYLV. 








LET'S GET 
OUT OF HERE. 





THERE’S NOTHING 
MOKE WE CAN DO. 
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WHAT'S A KID 
DOING OUT HERE 
SO LATE 





DO YOU HAVE 
IDENTIFICATION 
ON YOU 


ARTHUR LEYWIN 
OF XYRUS 
ACADEMY. 


COMING BACK 
FKOM A CLASS TRIP 
AT WIDOWS CRYPT. 








Lo 


DID YOU SAY 
WIDOW'S CRYPT?! 





WHERE 
THE INCIDENT 
HAPPENED? 








NOTIFY 
XYRUS ACADEMY AND 
THE ADVENTURERS GUILD 
IMMEDIATELY! 





THE ADVENTURERS 
GUILD IS PUTTING TOGETHER 
A SEARCH AND RESCUE 
FOR YOU, KID. 





HOLD ON WHILE 
| GET YOU AN EMITTER 
FOR YOUR WOUNDS. 












WITH ALL DUE KESPECT, 
'D JUST LIKE TO GET 
BACK HOME, SIK. 


(LL REPORT TO 

XYRUS ACADEMY 
TOMOKKOW AND FILL 
THEM IN MYSELF. 














OKAY, KID. 
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BUT... 
IF | GO IN, THEY'LL 
ASK ME WHAT 
HAPPENED. 





| KNOW I'M 
BEING SELFISH 
RIGHT NOW, 


BUT | DON’T 
THINK | CAN HANDLE 
THAT. 
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ALEA’S LAST WORDS 
RANG IN MY MIND. 


HEK FEAK OF 
BEING ALONE, 





HEK FEAK OF 
DEATH... 





WHETHER IT’S 
THROUGH LUCK OR 
BY DESIGN, 





| JUST HOPED 
THAT MAYBE SHE 
WOULD END UP 











GETTING 
A SECOND CHANCE 
AT LIFE. 








IT’S BEAUTIFUL, 
ISN'T IT? 





ITS TIMES LIKE 
THESE THAT LIVING 
IN A FLYING CITY 
HAS ITS PERKS. 





DAD... I... 





YOU DON’T NEED 
TO SAY ANYTHING, 
SON. 
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BUT YOUK MOTHER 
CAN ONLY USE HER 
HEALING MAGIC ON 
MINOR WOUNDS. 





JUST LIKE 
HOW YOU MAY BE 
FEELING NOW, 





YOUER MOTHER 
HAS HER SCARS THAT, 
EVEN ‘TIL TODAY, 
SHE CAN'T PUT 


INTO WORDS. 








SO, 
DON’T FORCE 
YOURSELF. 





EVERYONE HAS 
THEIR OWN BATTLE 
THAT THEY NEED 
TO FIGHT. 


AND JUST LIKE 
FOK YOUR MOTHER, 








LL BE HERE 
FOR YOU, 


WAITING FOR YOU 
TO COME OUT 
VICTORIOUS. 





LIFE ISN’T 
A SINGLE BATTLE, 
ARTHUR, 





SO IT’S OKAY 
TO GET BEAT UP 
SOMETIMES. 

















JUST STAND 
BACK UP, 








LEARN FROM IT 















































AND GET STRONGER 
FROM IT SO YOU 
CAN WIN THE WAR. 
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YOU SHOULD'VE 
JUST COME TO 
MY OFFICE. 



























THE VIEW 
FROM HERE IS 
BETTER 
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| DON'T SEE 
YOUR BOND. 


- oJ 









| TOLD HER 
TO STAY HOME 
SINCE I'M JUST 
STOPPING BY. 










GOOD. 
WITH WHAT HAPPENED 
ON THE CLASS TRIP, 
YOU SHOULD BE 
GETTING SOME 
REST. 
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ANY PLANS? 









| PROMISED MY 

MOTHER AND SISTER 
TO GO SHOPPING 

LATER. 
























WHAT EXACTLY 
HAPPENED, 
ARTHUR? 


PROFESSOR GLORY 
HAS ALKEADY TOLD ME 
ABOUT THE ANOMALY 

WITH THE QUEEN 
SNARLERS. 


WAS THERE 
SOMETHING MORE 
THAT OCCURRED 
DOWN THERE? 











THIS IS 
WHAT HAPPENED. 
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L-LANCE ALEA... 














YEAH, 
SHE'S DEAD. 








IS SHE--? 



















SHE AND HER 
TEAM'S BODIES 
ARE STILL ON THE 
BOTTOM FLOOK OF 
WIDOW'S CRYPT. 
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= THEY MUST = 


—— HERE. =. 







I'M SO SORRY 
TO ASK THIS, 


BUT DID YOU... 


DID YOU SEE 
WHAT CAUSED 
THIS? 








NO, | DIDN'T. 








REGARDLESS, 
| WILL INFORM 
THE COUNCIL OF 
WHAT HAS HAPPENED 
RIGHT AWAY. 










TRY NOT TO 
CONCERN YOURSELF 
OVER THIS MATTER 
ANYMORE, ARTHUR. 







THIS... 
THIS IS 
BEYOND YOU. 












THE COUNCIL 
AND THE REST OF 
THE LANCES WILL 
HANDLE WHATEVER 
OR WHOEVER HAS 
CAUSED THIS. 


..LET S HOPE 
THAT'S THE CASE. 
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| WELCOME TO 
= —\ MY FAVORITE STORE! 
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ACTUALLY, 
AUNT TABITHA, 





| WAS WONDERING 
IF THERE WERE ANY STORES 
AROUND HERE THAT SOLD 
TRAINING MATERIALS? 
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DO YOU MEAN 
ELIXIRS? 





THERE'S A PRETTY 
FAMOUS ONE AROUND 
THE CORNER IF YOU 
WANT TO HEAD 
THERE FIRST. 


LOOK HOW GOOD 
SYLVIE LOOKS 
IN THIS! 





IT’S OKAY. 
(LL CATCH UP WITH 
YOU GUYS LATER. 








DON'T WORRY 
ABOUT ME, AND 
HAVE FUN! 
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THIS LOOKS LIKE 
THE HOME TO DISEASES 
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YOU LOOK 
LIKE YOU SAW 
A GHOST, LAD 
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(M BUT 
A MERE AGED MAN 
ASKING FOK SOME 
CHANGE. 







A-AH, SURE... 
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MANY THANKS, 


SILVER COIN. 


SHIT, 
| ACCIDENTALLY 
CAVE HIM A 





SORRY, 


| MEANT TO 
GIVE YOU-- 





THIS. 


























WHAT THE...? 
DOES THIS STORE 


TEST ITS CUSTOMERS 


OR SOMETHING? 





















OOH™ 
A CUSTOMER” 


WHAT CAN | 
HELP YOU WITH 
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YOU! 
GIVE ME 
MY COIN BACK! 


YOU SAID 
YOU WERE 
HOMELESS! 





NO, NO. 
| SAID | WAS 
A “MERE AGED 
MAN.” 





YOU ASSUMED 
| WAS HOMELESS 
BASED ON MY APPEARANCE 
AND WHERE YOU 
MET ME. 







HOW ABOUT THIS? 
TAKE ONE ITEM, 
ANY ITEM, OF YOUR 
CHOICE FOR FREE. 





THEN, 
WE CAN CALL 
IT EVEN. 













IS THERE 
ANYTHING IN HERE 

EVEN WORTH 
A SILVER COIN? 


OF COURSE, 
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THERE IS 








YOU JUST NEED 


EYE 
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YOU MUST 
KESPECT THE 
ELDERLY. 


HOW OLD 
IS THIS SHOP 
EVEN? 








(LL HAVE YOU KNOW 


MANUAL LABOR IS BAD 
FOK OLD PEOPLE 
LIKE ME. 


AND | HAPPEN 
TO THINK THIS 
SHOP IS IN FINE 
CONDITION. 
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WHAT THE--! 





YOU DODGED IT. 
DON'T WORRY, 
IT WAS JUST 









































UA ANMAAAAAAAAAAAAA DUE fff fo 
SS I'M GOING 
= TO LOSE MY MIND 

= IF | STAY ANY > 


—— LONGER, —> 

























PAPA, 
IM HERE! 








YOU LEFT ME 
BEHIND! 






















OLD MAN, 
| CAN'T FIND 
ANYTHING I-- 
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YOU OKA 











YES, SORRY. 





| MEAN, YES, 
I'M QUITE 
ALRIGHT. 







| CAN’T FIND 
ANYTHING 
| WANT, 


SO IF YOU CAN 





We iia L ae “7 f — We 
SS REALLY "HAS 


——— SOME NERVE... = 


YOU REALLY 
DON’T HAVE AN EYE 
FOR ANYTHING. 








CATCH! 











WHAT IS ITF 







DON’T WORRY, 
YOU'LL NEED IT. 


NOW SCAT. 





WAIT-- 


THANK YOU, 
COME AGAIN! 
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WHAT YOU WERE 
LOOKING FOR? 








I'D BE SURPRISED 
IF YOU COULDN'T FIND 
ANYTHING FKOM THEIR 
VARIETY OF ELIXIKS 
AND MEDICINES. 


THEY'RE QUITE 
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IT’S ALWAYS 
OVERCROWDED WITH 
STUDENTS TRYING 
TO GET NEW TRAINING 
MATERIALS. 













WHAT? 
THAT SHABBY 
OLD PLACE? 














| WOULDN'T SAY 
THAT IT’S SHABBY. 





THAT OLD SHACK 
IS COMPLETELY RUN... 
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KEEP UP WITH US CREATORS 
ON INSTAGRAM! 
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WHAT THE HELL 
IS THIS SUPPOSED 
TO BEF 





WELCOME. 
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TO ONE OF 
OUR MANY HUMBLE 


MEETINGS. 











IM\Y LOUKV, 
| HAVE BROUGHT 
LUCAS WYKES 
AS YOU ASKED. 


AHHH, 
$0 THIS IS 
THE FAMOUS 
MR. WYKES. 





SO GLAD YOU 
COULD JON US 
FOR OUR LITTLE... 
CRUSADE. 





JOIN YOU? 
WHO SAID | WAS 
JOINING YOU? 


WHEN CHARLES 
SAID HE HAD SOMETHING 
TO SHOW ME, 


| WAS EXPECTING 
SOMETHING A LITTLE 
MORE... IMPRESSIVE. 





WHO ARE 
YOU ANYWAYS? 


YOU DON'T SEEM LIKE 
A STUDENT. 


DON'T TELL 
ME YOURE A 
PROFESSOR. 





HOW 
DARE you?! 





YOU SHOULD 
BE GRATEFUL WE ARE 
LETTING A MUTT LIKE 











THAT WASN'T 


A VERY COURTEOUS THING 
TO SAY TO OUR NEW 
MEMBER, WAS IT? 
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P-PLEASE! 
| WAS WRONG! 





FORGIVE Me! 





| WOULD VE 
DONE THE SAME, 








BUT, 
THAT SPELL... 


| CAN'T; 
SENSE HIS MANA 


LEVEL AT; ALL. 





NOW, 
ABOUT THIS 
LITTLE CULT 

OF YOURS, 


I'M GOING 
TO NEED MORE 
INFORMATION. 


WHAT ARE 
YOU TRYING TO 
ACCOMPLISH, AND 
WHY DO YOU 
NEED ME? 


AKE YOU THE 
SAME GKOUP GOING 
AROUND DRUGGING 

STUDENTS? 





)} WOULD LIKE 
TO THINK THAT 
WE ARE DOJNG MORE 
THAN JUST- HOW DID YOU 
PUT IT? “DRUGGING” 
STUDENTS. 


| HAVE BIG PLANS, 
PLANS BIGGER THAN 
THIS ACADEMY. 















THE MOMENT, 
CERTA)JN_. CIRCUMSTANCES 
PREVENT ME FROM 

ACTING. 








) NEED SOME 
CAPABLE MAGES TO 


EXECUTE MY PLANS 
WHILE }) WANT, 


AND YOU 
HAPPEN TO BE ONE 
OF THEM. 


EVERYONE 
IN THIS GROUP 
IS A DISSATISFIED 
HUMAN NOBLE 


WHO ONCE 
TOOK PRIDE THAT 
XYRUS WAS BUILT FOR 
ONLY THE PUREST 
OF LINEAGES. 





YOU MAY BE 


“Sy TVA | 


BUT } 

BELIEVE THE 
MOTTO, THE STUDENTS 
AND THE STRUCTURE 
OF THIS SCHOOL... 


DOESN'T 
IT ALSO UPSET YOU, 
MR. WYKES? 








WHY SHOULD 
| WASTE MY TIME AND 
ENEKGY ON BUGS | COULD 
SQUISH AT ANY TIME? 



















THESE PEASANTS 
AT THE ACADEMY AKE 
NO BETTEK THAN THE 

LOW-CLASS ADVENTURERS 

FLAILING AROUND WITH 

THEIK WEAPONS. 


AND THESE 
PAMPERED NOBLES? 


THEY 
AREN'T WORTH 
CRAP TO ME. 





| HAVE NO REASON 
TO LOWER MYSELF TO 
THEIR LEVEL JUST TO BE 
PUT ON A LEASH AND 
TAKE COMMANDS 
FKOM YOU. 





THE RUMOURS 
ARE TRUE— 





YOU ARE A RATHER 

PRIDEFUL MAGE THAT 

FINDS LOWER-CLASS 
PEOPLE WEAK. 


BUT DID YOUR 
FRIEND, ARTHUR LEYWIN, 





NOT PROVE 
THAT WRONG? 








WHAT DID YOU-- 
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AND 
“PAMPERED” WITH 
ELIXIRS SINCE YOUR 
AWAKENING, 


BUT YOU ARE 
NO MATCH FOR 
ARTHUR LEWYIN. 





HOW 
DAKE YOU-- 


THE SAD 
THING JS, 





HE WAS NEVER 
EVEN TRYING. 








DIDN'T YOU? 
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WHO THE 
HELL ARE YOU? 
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) AM BUT 
A MERE BENEFACTOR 
WHO GAME HERE FOR 
THE BETTERMENT OF 
THIS LAND. 





MR. WYKES, 
) THOUGHT ) KAD 
ALREADY MADE IT CLEAR 


THAT WE GOULD HAVE 
A MUTUAL BENEFIT 
IN THIS. 





HOW LONG HAS 
HE BEEN WATCHING? 








SOON, 
) WILL BE ABLE 
TO PERSONALLY 
STRIKE. 


AND WHEN 
) DO, THE FRAIL 
BONDS BETWEEN THE 
“IPCC PACTS LIT] 





) CURRENTLY 
HAVE THE COUNCIL 
AND THIS ACADEMY'S DIRECTOR 
OCGUPIED, SO THE STAGE 
IS SET, MR. WYKES. 


) JUST 
NEED YOU TO HELP WITH 
LOOSE ENDS. 





THESE 
LOOSE ENDS... 


I'M ASSUMING 
ARTHUR LEYWIN 
HAPPENS TO BE 
ONE OF THEM? 


VERY GOOD! 


LOOKS LIKE YOUR 
ELVEN HALF DIDN'T 
AFFEGT YOUR ABILITY 
TO THINK 





AND, 
IF LIKE YOU SAID, 
ARTHUR HASN'T EVEN 
BEEN TRYING... 


HOW DO YOU 
EXPECT ME TO 
KILL HIM? 





IF YOU EXPECT ME 
TO TAKE WHATEVER DRUG 
YOU GAVE MAKCOIS-- 





IF YOU ARE 
AS STRONG AS YOU 
THINK YOU ARE, 


THEN YOU WILL 
BE ABLE TO CONTROL 
THE POWERS THAT }) WILL 





BESTOW UPON YOU. 


THESE 
POWERS WILL 
BE ON A DIFFERENT 
LEVEL, 





THEN I'M GUESSING 
YOU ALSO HAVE A FLAN 
TO GET ARTHUR LEYWIN 

TO FIGHT ME AT HIS 

FULL STRENGTH? 


ITS QUITE SIMPLE, 
ACTUALLY. 


ARTHUR 
IS ONLY HUMAN 
AND HE PLACES GREAT 
IMPORTANCE ON HIS 





RAM EAE SRAM TAA 


FRIENDS, 


BUT ONE PERSON 
JN PARTICULAR... 





TESSIA ERALITH. 


YES! 


TESSIA ERAL) 














GET? 





DO YOU THINK 
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AN ELF, 
AS THE STUDENTS’ 
LEADER 





THAT JUST THE SLIGHTEST 
BiT OF ELF PRINCESS BLOOD BEING 
SHED WILL GET YOUR DEAR 
ARTHUR RILED UP? 
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HELL NOT? 
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SOKRY, 
| KIND OF LOST 
MY KEYS-- 








THERE, THERE. 
I'M OKAY. 


YOU CAN'T 
GET KID OF ME 
THAT EASILY. 








| KNOW. 
YOU'RE LIKE A 
COCKKOACH. 










ALRIGHT, 
GET OFF OF 
ME. 














DIRECTOR GOODSKY 


STOPPED BY YESTERDAY TO 
TELL ME NOT TO WORRY 
ABOUT YOU... 










BUT | HEARD 
CLAIRE'S RECOUNT 
OF WHAT HAPPENED SO 
IT WAS HARD TO BELIEVE 
THAT YOU WERE OKAY. 


ARE THEY... 





IS EVERYONE 
ALRIGHT? 







YEAH. 
CLAIRE AND CURTIS 
CHECKED OUT OF THE 
INFIRMARY THIS 
MORNING. 





AND UH, 
TESSIA... 










DIRECTOR GOODSKY 
MENTIONED SHE'S WITH 
HER GRANDFATHER RIGHT 
NOW IN ONE OF THE 
TRAINING ROOMS. 





TRAINING 
ROOM? 













YOU SHOULD GO 
VISIT EVERYONE 

SO THEY SEE FOK 
THEMSELVES THAT 
YOU'RE OKAY. 








| SHOULD. 






























BUT | DON'T 
THINK | CAN HANDLE 
THEIR QUESTIONS IF | 
SHOW UP RIGHT 
NOW... 
















DO YOU MIND 
STOPPING BY THEIR 

MEETING KOOM TOMORROW 
MORNING? 




















JUST TELL 
THEM YOU SAW ME 
AND THAT I'M 
ALRIGHT. 


THEY D 
TRUST YOU. 






































DIKECTOK_GOODSKY 


SHOULD BE WITH THE 





COUNCIL RIGHT, NOW. 
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IS THAT YOU? 
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GOING ON?! 


BOY, AM 
| GLAD YOU'RE 
HERE. 


| NEED 
YOUR HELP! 








ON WITH Your 








SOMETHING 

















I-IS THAT... 








yes! 





SHE'S BEEN 
LIKE THIS SINCE 
SHE GOT BACK 
FROM THE 
DUNGEON. 












WHAT'S 
HAPPENING 
TO HER? 













(M NOT 
TOO SURE, BUT HER 
BEAST WILL HAS BEEN 
ACTING UP AND CAUSING 
PROBLEMS WITH THE 
ASSIMILATION, 





ALMOST LIKE 
IT’S TRYING TO 
FIGHT BACK AGAINST 
TESS BODY. 


| THINK... 





| THINK 
SOMETHING 
WAS DIFFERENT WITH 
THE ELDERWOOD 
GUARDIAN YOU 
FOUGHT. 





EVEN AFTER 
ASSIMILATING WITH 
TESSIA FOR SO LONG, 
IT STILL FEELS OFF... 





LIKE IT’S 
MUTATED. 








=> IS THIS = 


MY-FAULT? 
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HOULD | NOT 
HAVE GIVEN HER 

THE BEAST CORE? 















TIMI 
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YOU 
OKAY, BRAT? 












I'M FINE, 





BUT IT 
SEEMS LIKE YOUR 
GRANDDAUGHTER HAS BEEN 

HOLDING A GRUDGE 
AGAINST Me! 
































IS NOW REALLY 
A GOOD TIME TO BE 
MAKING JOKES 
LIKE THAT? 

























PAPA! 
WHAT. DO 
WE DOF. 
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STAYHITH 









WE HAVE TO BE 
CAREFUL NOT TO 
HURT TESS. 





























HOPEFULLY 
CUTTING THEM DOWN 
WILL BE OKAY. 
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| DON’T KNOW —ae 
=: WHAT THAT BRAT —— 


———— JUST DID — 









































YOU 
SAVED HER. 


THANK YOU. 

















WHY AM | 
ON THE GROUND? 
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GRANDDAUGHTER... == 

YOU WENT THE = 

WRONG WAY... = 
SS 
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'M ALIVE. 


MAYBE THE PASSING BREEZE 
WILL ACCEPT MY EMBRACE... 





THE 
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FLEW INTO TESS 
LIKE THAT. 


| STILL DON’T 
UNDERSTAND WHY 
THAT ORB THAT THE OLD 
SHOP GAVE ME JUST 


MAN FROM THE ELIXIR 
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IT; REA 
HERE. 





7 


<< 
< 
mn 
i 
- 
= 
= 
< 
xr 
= 


IT SEEMED 





BUT DID 
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ELDER 


VIRION... 












How's 
TESSIA? IS SHE 
OKAY? 





a 






HER VITALS 
ARE STABLE 
NOW, 








AND THE 
MANA CIRCULATION 
THROUGHOUT HER 
BODY ISN'T 
IMPEDED. 








BUT... 
THERE’S ONE THING 
THAT DOESN'T QUITE 

MAKE SENSE. 


YOU SAID THAT 
TESSIA’S CORE WAS 
AT THE LIGHT ORANGE 
STAGE, RIGHT? 








THAT'S 
RIGHT...IS 
SOMETHING 
WRONG WITH 
HER CORE? 

















NO. 
IT’S JUST 


. ay il 
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EVEN AS A DARK 


YELLOW COKE MAGE, 
| WASN'T ABLE TO 
MEASURE HER 


MANA CORE. 





THAT CAN’T 
BE RIGHT... 











I-IT’S NOT 
POSSIBLE. 


WHAT? 
WHAT IS ITF 





WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO THE BEAST 
WILL? 
IS 
HER CORE 


OKAY? 
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TESSIA’S CORE 
IS ALMOST AT THE INITIAL 
SILVER STAGE NOW. 










































































ALMOST AT 
THE SILVER 
STAGE... 


SHOULD WE BE 
LEAVING HER ALONE 
LIKE THIS? 










IT’S FINE. 
SHE'S JUST 
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(VE BEEN 
WONDERING FOR 
A WHILE NOW... 





CAN YOU \ 
TELL ME MORE ABOUT | 
THE LANCES? 
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WHAT DO YOU 
WANT TO KNOW 
ABOUT THEM? 




























HOW 
STRONG ARE 
THEY? 



































HOW STKONG 
DO YOU IMAGINE 
WHITE COKE MAGES 
TO BE? 


SS IT TAKES 
—— ROUGHLY TWENTY —— 
= SOLID-YELLOW-CORE 
ee MAGES TO HOLD OFF 
a —— 
<== A SINGLE SILVER 
CORE MAGE... 








ZS BUT HOW 
=> EXPONENTIAL IS —— 
Ss THE POWER INCREASE 8=—- = 
= ~_—s=BETWEEEN SILVER — 








(MA 
MID-SILVER CORE 
MAGE, 


AND IT WOULD TAKE 
MAYBE TEN OF ME TO 
KEEP ONE MID-WHITE 

CORE MAGE AT BAY. 


FORK CYNTHIA 
AS A HIGH-SILVER MAGE, 
IT'D TAKE MAYBE SIX 


OK SEVEN OF HER... 























OF YOU? 
YOU'RE THAT 
WEAK? 
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BUT WHERE... 
HOW DO WHITE-CORE 





SOME OF 
THE LANCES ARE SO 
YOUNG, BIT THEY'RE THE 


MOST POWERFUL 
ONES OUT 
THERE. 








| MEAN, WHAT'S 
STOPPING THEM FROM 
TAKING OVER THE 


KINGDOM? 


| IMAGINE 
THAT THE SIX 
LANCES CAN EASILY 
TAKE DOWN THE 


TPAC? AI 
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OFFENSE. 





THE 
LANCES RIGHT 
NOW... 










THEY 
ONLY BECAME 
AS POWERFUL AS THEY 
ARE AFTER THEY 
WERE KNIGHTED. 








IT HAS TO 
WITH HOW THE ROYAL 

FAMILIES HAVE STAYED 
IN POWER SINCE THE 
FORMATION OF THE 


Tee m Leis li AAA 





Oe ed ee ee 





ARTHUR... 


ONLY THE ROYAL 
FAMILIES HAVE BEEN 
PRIVY TO THIS 
INFORMATION. 
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YOU MUST NOT 
TELL ANYONE WHAT 
'‘M ABOUT TO 
TELL YOU. 







DO YOU 
BELIEVE IN 
DEITIES? 





DURING 
THE BEAST ERA, 











i 


S 
OMADIC, 





w 

Ww ee, 

> 

= pee 
aS F 

be £ 








area era et a oo re te ' Bitte. ; , : 


' 








... IRAVELING WITH 
THEIK OWN KIND... 





AND MEETING WITH THE 
OTHEK RACES ONLY FOR TRADE. 
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ROAMED FREE. 
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THE THREE RACES 
DWINDLED IN NUMBERS 
AS THE YEAKS FASSED... 








UNTIL 
ONE DAY... 





FROM THE SKY... 
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AND GIFTED THE THREE RACES 
THE TOOLS TO OVERCOME 
THE MANA BEASTS AND PUT 

AN END TO THIS ERA. 


THIS DEITY APPEARED 
BEFORE THKEE FEOFLE, 
WHO WERE THE FOKEFATHERS 
OF WHAT AKE NOW THE 
THREE ROYAL FAMILIES: 
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EEE TO BECOME KINGS. 


BUT THE THREE KINGS 


WEREN'T MEANT TO USE THESE 
ARTIFACTS THEMSELVES... 
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KNIGHTING CEKEMON 
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BESTOW THEM UPON THEIK TWO 
MOST POWERFUL SUBJECTS 
UNDER A SOUL OATH AND 





THE ARTIFACTS ALSO GAVE 
THEM THE INSIGHTS NEEDED TO 
UTILIZE A POWERFUL ENERGY THAT 
EXISTED ALL AKOUND THEM. 
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THE THREE KINGS 
THEN COMMANDED THE SIX 
ARTIFACT USERS... 








ee es ee ey 


...1O SPREAD THEIR 
NEWFOUND KNOWLEDGE AND 
POWEKS BY TEACHING THOSE 

WHO WERE CAPABLE.... 
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... THUS CREATING THE 
FIRST GENERATION OF MAGES. 





THE ELVES, HUMANS, 
AND DWARVES RALLIED 
TOGETHEK TO PUSH THE 
MANA BEASTS DEEP INTO THE 
TRENCHES OF WHAT IS 
NOW CALLED... 
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the 
BEAST GLADES. 


THUS A TIME OF TRUE 
PEACE DESCENDED UPON THE LAND, 
ENDING THE BEAST ERA AND MARKING 
THE BEGINNING OF A NEW ERA. 
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THE THREE RACES DIVERGED 
PEACEFULLY AND NATURALLY... 








LACH SEEKING A PLACE TO 
CALL HOME THAT BEST FIT THEIR 
CULTURE AND LIFESTYLE. 





THE HUMAN KING 
LED HIS PEOPLE WEST, 


WHERE THE LAND WAS FLAT 


AND RICH IN SOIL, 
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THE ELVEN KING 
SHEPHERDED HIS 
PEOPLE NORTH, 


WHERE THEY COULD 
LIVE IN HARMONY WITH THE 
MAGICAL FOREST AND THE LIVING 
BEINGS INHABITING IT. 





WHERE THE 
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EARTH WAS ABLINDANT 
IN PRECIOUS ORES OF 
METALS AND GEMS. 





WITH THE 
THREE KINGS AND THEIR 
LANCES WATCHING OVER 
THEIK PEOPLE, 


THEY TRULY LIVED 
IN A TIME OF PEACE 
AND PROSPERITY. 
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SO THE LANCES WEKE 
THE FIRST ONES TO USE 
MAGIC THROUGH ARTIFACTS 
GIVEN TO THEIR KINGS 
BY A DEITY? 

















EVEN AFTEK 
ACCOUNTING FOK HOW 
OLD THIS STORY IS, THERE'S 
SOMETHING WRONG WITH 
THE END, THOUGH. 











WHAT ABOUT 
THE WARK BETWEEN 
THE HUMANS AND 

THE ELVES? 


WHERE DID 
THE LANCES GO? 





THERE'S 
SOMETHING WRONG WITH 
IT BECAUSE YOU DIDN'T 

LET ME FINISH! 









Re ain SP Ln wide aoe | WAS JUST 
TO THE WAR. 
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YOU ALKEADY 
KNOW ABOUT THE 
WAR SO | WON'T 
GO OVER IT, 








BUT BASICALLY, 

THAT PEACE LASTED ONLY A 
FEW GENERATIONS, UNTIL THE THREE 
RACES SLOWLY FORGOT ABOUT THE 
ALLIANCE THEIR ANCESTORS 








ALL SHAKED... 


..AND THEIR 
GREED TOOK 
OVER. 








AS FOR THE 
LANCES, IT’S NOT 
THAT THEY WENT 
ANYWHERE. 












THEY'VE EXISTED 
THROUGHOUT THE 
GENERATIONS, 


NURTURED VERY 
CLOSELY TO THE ROYAL 
FAMILIES AND HAVE BEEN 
SECRETLY RAISED TO EACH 
WIELD AN ARTIFACT. 












IT’S ONLY 
BECAUSE OF THE 
DISCOVERY OF THE OTHER 
CONTINENT THAT WE DECIDED 
TO UNIFY AND MAKE THE 
LANCES KNOWN 
PUBLICLY. 











| CAN 


SEE WHY THIS 





WAS ALL KEPT 
A SECRET. 








EVEN IF 
THE LANCES ARE 
SOULBOUND TO 

THEIR KINGS, 





IF WORD GOT 
OUT THAT THERE 
WERE ARTIFACTS CAPABLE 
OF PRODUCING WHITE 
CORE MAGES... 
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THANK YOU 
FORK TRUSTING ME 
WITH THIS... 





































YOU'VE 
KEALLY GROWN 
UP, HAVEN'T 
YOUf 





YOUR BODY HAS 
FINALLY GROWN INTO 
THAT USELESSLY MATURE 
BRAIN YOU'VE HAD SINCE 
WE FIRST MET. 








—— IT’S UNSETTLING ae 
= HOW CLOSE TOTHE = 


= TRUTH HE IS... — 





















I'M TELLING YOU 
ALL OF THIS BECAUSE 
YOU PLAY A PART IN 


ALL OF THIS. 











YOUR BOND... 





..ISN’T MERELY 
A MANA BEAST. 
















a ~ YOUR BOND... 



















NOW HEAR 
ME OUT FOR 
A SECOND! 








DEITIES AREN'T 
REALLY WHAT RELIGIOUS 
BOOKS SAY ABOUT 

GODS. 


SIMPLY 
PUT, 


THEY'RE BEINGS 
THAT ARE ABLE TO 
ASCEND FROM WHAT 
WE CONSIDER THEIR 
MORTAL BODIES AND 
FULLY HARMONIZE 
WITH MANA. 








| WISH 1 COULD 
JUST GET STRONGER 
BY SLEEPING. 


IS IT BECAUSE 
SHE'S A DRAGON? 








SYLVIE’S PRETTY 
STRONG AND SMART 
EAT si 
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THERES A REASON 

WHY EVEN SPOTTING 

A DRAGON IS CONSIDERED 
A BLESSING IN OUR 

CULTURE. 













AND IT’S WHY 
YOU'VE BEEN KEEPING 
SYLVIE’S TRUE FORM A 
SECRET ALL THIS 
TIME. 


THAT'S 
BECAUSE... 








NO, I'M 
NOT BLAMING 
YOU. 


| 
WOULD'VE 
DONE THE 
SAME. 









ARTHUR. 
WHETHEK YOU 
BELIEVE ME 


NOT, 









| DON’T THINK 
IT’S MERE COINCIDENCE 
THAT THE TWO OF YOU 
HAVE BECOME BONDS. 
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PPT VWWUREY 
IS CHANGING, 
ARTHUR. 










| DON'T KNOW 
WHAT KOLE YOU TWO 
WILL FLAY IN IT, 





BUT 
WHATEVER THE 
CASE... 








YOU 
NEED TO BE 
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ARTHURS 


IS SOMETHING 
WRONG? 











BREAKFAST 


IS GREAT, BY 
THE WAY! 


| REALLY 
MISSED YOUR MEALS 
AT SCHOOL. 


OH 
REALLY? 


IS THAT 
WHY YOL'VE 
BEEN EATING YOUR 
PEAS ONE AT 
A TIME? 















IF YOU HAVE 
SOMETHING YOU 
NEED TO DO, WE 

UNDERSTAND. 





NO, 
REALLY! 


AND | PROMISED WE'D 
| SPEND TIME TOGETHER FOR 
. THE AURORA CONSTELLATE. 
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YOU HAVE ABOUT 
AS MUCH LIFE IN YOU 
AS VINCENT DOES 
DURING MEETINGS. 





I'D RATHER 
HAVE MY NORMAL 
SON AFTER HE'S TAKEN 
CAKE OF WHATEVEK IS 
ON HIS MIND. 











AS LONG AS 
YOU STAY SAFE, 
THAT'S ALL WE 
CAN ASK FOR. 





JUST 
BRING SYLVIE 
BACK IN ONE 


AND 
BRING BACK 
PRESENTS! 
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THANK YOU. 
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TO SHOW THE 
PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY, 


YOUR COUNTRY, THAT YOU 








ARE A KING THAT WILL 





FIGHT FOK US, 
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SO THAT T 
ORLD WILL KNOW 


NOT TO TRIFLE WITH 
YOUR COUNTRY. 
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IT'S 
OKAY, SYLV. 






IT WAS 
JUST A BAD 
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" WHY DID THAT 
¥ MEMORY HAVE TO 
3, COME LP Now... 
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THIS NOTE 
HAS TO BE FROM 
THAT OLD MAN FROM 





THE SHOP... 








= | DON’T KNOW ——— 
| HOW HE HEARD OUR SS. 
——— CONVERSATION, — 





—— BUT HE MUST 4 
== —_s*ENOW SOMETHING THAT —— 
= VIRION LEFT OUT. — 











== | TRUST THAT —— 
=== _s=VIRION TOLD ME EVERYTHING. == 
= HE WOULDN’T NEED TO = 

aE LIE ABOUT THAT. =—. 

















 =S BUT... WHO Zz 
=== COULD KNOW MORE = 
= = ABOUT THIS THAN = 
= 
= EVEN VIRION? => 


lion 











STATE YOUR REASON 
FOR PASSAGE AND FORM 
OF VERIFICATION. 





VERIFICATION? 











THIS IS THE 
WEST TELEPORTATION 
GATE TO THE KINGDOM 

OF ELENOIR, 


WE NEED 
VERIFICATION TO 
ALLOW ANYONE 
THROUGH. 
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WHY 
ELENOIRY 


| Wii» S 


DOES 
THIS COUNT AS 
VERIFICATION? 
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THE SEAL OF THE 
ROYAL FAMILY OF 
ELENOIR 
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THIS 
FEELS WEIRD! 
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THIS IS THE 
FIRST, TIME I'VE EVER 
FELT SYLVIE EXPRESS 

FEAR BEFORE. 
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JUST WHAT THE 


HELL IS HAPPENING? 
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WH-WHO'S 


THERE? 









































weFfinsliyesave 

AeiroFr PRIVACY 
TO PEACEFULLY 

converse. 
























YOU'RE THE CAT 
FKOM THE ELIXIK STORE 
THAT DISAPPEARED. 













WHO 
ARE YOU 
REALLY?! 

















BY MY 
FRIENDS AND 
BRETUREN, (C0 BY 
WINDSOM. 

























TO LESSERS 


SUCU BS YOURSELF, 
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We ARE wuaT ' 
YOU BDAVE DEEMED 
“DEITIES.” 
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LANCES IS DEAD! 


SAY 


SOMETHING! 
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--ALDUIN, 
MERIAL 
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YOURSELF, 
DAWSID. 


OKE 


Tomi! Eat ere feats 


WE NEED 
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ARE YOU SURE 
THE STUDENT THAT 
FOUND ALEA’S BODY WASN'T 
HIDING ANYTHING FKOM 
THIA? 
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HE 
STUDENT. 


HERE! 
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HAVE TO 
INTERROGATE 
THEM! 
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THERE'S NO 
USE IN) RRING! 
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A STUDENT HERE, WHEN 
THEY MIGHT E UP 
FACTS TO FEEL 
LIKE A HERO. 


















eG 
Ty ad es aC 









BESIDES, 
CYNTHIA HAS 
ALREADY INTERROGATED 
THEM AND VISITED 
THE SCENE. 












NEXT COURSE OF 
ION IS ALKEADY 
SETTLED 











DISPATCH 
OUR BEST TRACKING 
MAGES TO SEE IF WE CAN 
FIND ANY EVIDENCE 

THAT HAS BEEN 
LEFT BEHIND. 
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JOIN THEM? 


UNFORTUNATELY, 
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|, FOR ONE, 
THINK CYNTHIA 
HAS DONE MORE THAN 
ENOUGH FORK THE 
OUNCIL. 








THANK YOU 
AGAIN FOR YOUR 
HELP. I'M SURE XYRUS 
ACADEMY NEEDS YOU 
BACK SOON. 
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| WONDER, IF 
Ty WAS THE) RIGHTS 
THING)sT1O) DOF 













NOT TELLING 
THEICOUNCID THAT: 
ARTHUR) LEYWIN| WAS 
THE STUDENTATHAT 
FOUNDIALEAN 
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SO THERE'S 
MORE THAN ONE 
CASTEK... 





| 
HOW 
TROUBLESOME. 
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AVIER, 
FINISH THEM 

















"VE HEARD 
MUCH ABOUT 


YOU. 








LOOKS LIKE 
YOUR LIFE HERE 
HAS TREATED 
YOU WELL. 


YOUR CORE 
WON'T LAST MUCH 
LONGER. 
















| CAN 
MAKE THIS 
QUICK IF YOU TELL ME 
WHAT THEY ARE 
PLANNING. 


HAH! 


YOU THINK I'LL 
TELL A TRAITOR 
ANYTHING?! 





YOU'VE MADE 
A BIG MISTAKE! 








THEY RE 
SLOWLY REGAINING 
THEIR FORMER 
STRENGTH. 











YOU ASSUMED 
THIS CONTINENT 
HAD DECADES LEFT- 
-PFFT! 
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WE HAVE 
SPIES IN EVERY 
CORNER OF THIS 
CONTINENT, FROM 
THE FOREST TO 
THE COAST! 


THE PEOPLE 
OF DICATHEN 
HAVE MERE YEARS 
LEFT BEFORE THE 
WAR BEGINS! 





LIVE THE-- 














THANK 
YOU FOR 
CLEANING UP 
THE MESS, 
AVIER. 











NO 
PROBLEM. 
HUMAN MEAT 
IS A LITTLE TOO 
STRINGY FOK MY 
TASTE, BUT | 
MANAGED. 


HOW IS 
THE WOUND ON 
YOUR BACKS 





| CAN'T 
HELP BUT GET 
THE SENSE THAT 
THIS WAS TOO 
EASY. 























WE SHOULD 
HEAD FOR THE 
COAST NEXT. 





LET'S JUST 
HOPE MY SUSPICIONS 
AREN'T CORRECT. 
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